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PREFACE. 



TT is a fine remark of Lord 
Bacon, that " As wines, 
"which, at firtt preffing, run 
" gently, yield a more pleafant 
4i tatte than thofe, where the 
" wine-prefs is hard wrought, 
" becaufe thofe fomewhat relifti 
" of the ftone and ikin of the 
" grape ; fo thofe obfervations 
44 aremoft wholefome and fweet, 
" which flow from Scriptures 

a " gently 
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" gently expreffed,and naturally 
f ' expounded, and are not wrefl> 
* c ed or drawji $fide tocommoii 
" places, or controversies *." 

Observations of this kind 
way certainly be made, to great 
advantage, on ki/lorical portions 
of Scripture more efpecially, 
fince, as the fame incompara- 
ble author tells ws elfewhere, 
" Knowlege drawn frefhly, and 
'? as it were in pur view, out of 
'*• particulars, joiow^- the way 
" beft to particulars N again: arid 
" it hath much greater life for 
" practice, when the difcourfe 

attends upon the example, 

* Advancement of Learning, Book IX. 

5 *" than 
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" than when the example at- 
"tends upon the difcourfe ; a? 
" Machiavel handled matters of 

* 

" policy and government, by 
" difcourfes of hiftory and ex* 
? c ample taken from Livy*." 
The dodfcrines and duties of 
Chriftianity are, in like man- 
ner, beft deduced from the fa£b 
on which it is founded* The 
narration furnifheth both mat- 
ter and method for the difcourfe, 
which is read with pleafure, and 
remembered with eafe. 

History and biography are 
frequently employed in the fer* 
vice of error and vice. They 

* Advancement of Learning, Book VIII. 

a 2 may 
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may operate as effe6hially in 
the recommendation of truth 
and virtue. Example fhews 
truth as it were embodied ; and 
while it difplays the excellency 
of virtue, demonstrates it's prac- 
ticability. The contemplation 
of faith, as it difcovereth itfelf 
in the lives of patriarchs and 
prophets, apoftles and faints, 
inclineth us to believe as they 
did ; and the fight of frail mor- 
tals, like ourfelves, who, by the 
divine affiftance, furmounted all 
obftru6tions, and continued to 
walk in the paths of righteouk 
nefs, naturally fuggefteth to 
every beholder, the queftipn — 

What 



? ■ ( 



i « 



PREFACE. is 

What fliould hinder ipe from 
4oing the fame? 

Opportunities forfuch ex- 
ercifes are continually afforded 
by the return of thofe days, 

whereon we commemorate the 

« 

heroic piety of ancient worthier 
diftinguiflied in the annals of 
religion ; whofe itory prefenteth 
us with occurrences, not, like 
thofe related in fecular hifto*: 
ries, of ufe only to politicians 
and generals, but univerfally in-» 
terefting ; inftru&ing us in tha 
$rt of governing the little king-, 
dom within ; of atchievina; the 
greateft conquefts, and gaining 
the moft glorious vi&ories ; fince 

a 3 " Better 
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^.Better is he that ruleth his 
" fpirit, than he that taketh q, 

... . • » - V 

? city ; ' teaching uer how to 
live the life, and die thp death 
^of the righteous; $ twofold 
tafk, which ev§ry inan hath 
upon his hands, and in the per- 
formance of which hp cannot 
fail, but at the hazard of feme- 
thing more valuable than crowns 

^! • • i . . v «... • 

and fceptres.' 

The author of the following 
Confideraiions was directed, in 
the choice of his fubjed;, by the 
circumftances of his fituation, 
fome parts of them having been 
delivered from the pulpit, as 
occafion called for them, in the 

chapel 
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pbapel of St. Mary Magdalen 
College, upon the anniverfary 
of the nativity of St. John the 
Baptift, before a learned and 
rnoft refpe&able audience. The 
favourable manner, in which 
they were then heard, hath en- 
couraged him to revife, enlarge, 
and digeft them into their pre- 
fent form. The reader hath 
now before him a compleat his- 
tory of the Baptift, extracted 
from the Evangelifts, and metho- 
dized according to the orcjer of 
time, in which the events ap- 
pear to have happened ; with 
fuch obfervations and reflec- 

» 

tions, as the feyeral parts of it 

feemed 
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feemed to fugged, for the con- 
firmation of faith, and ]the ad-* 
vancement of holineft. 

An attentive perufal of the 
fubfequent pages may* dt is 
hoped, be of fervice to the 
younger ftudents in theology, 
with a view to whom, and to 
thofe more particularly of the 
Society, whofe welfare and prof- 
perity the author i$ bound by 
eivery. tie to confult and pro* 
mote, as they were at firft com- 
peted, fo they are now publifh- 
ed ; that, beholding the glories 
which difplay themfelres in the 
exalted character here offered 
to their infpe&ion, they may 

be 
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be fired with a noble ambition 
to bear their teflimony to the 
bed of mailers, and, from a 
well fpent retirement, come 
forth bright ex an? pies of tem- 
perance and purity, zeal and 
^nowlege, integrity and con- 
ftancy, to preach repentance, 
and proclaim Salvation. 



CON- 



XiV CONTENTS 



CONTENTS, 

SECTION li 

r*ON$tDERATIONS an the n& 

tivity of St. John, and the circum- 
ftances that attended it - Page 1 

SECTION XI. 

Con/iderations on the hymn of Zacha- 
rias * ^29 

SECTION III* 

Conjiderations on St. Johns education 
in the defarts - - - -55 

SECTION IV. 

Confiderations on the prophecies rela- 
tive to St. John, in the Old Tejla- 
ment - - - - 84 

SEC- 



CONTENTS. XV 

SECTION V. 

Confederations on the appearance, doc- 
trine, and baptifm of St. John Page 109 

SECTION VI. 

Confederations on the tefeimony born by 
St. John, at different times, to the 
Mejfiahjhip of Jefus - - - 149 

SECTION VII. 

Confederations on the imprifonment of 
St. John, the meffage fent by him to 
Chriji, and the anfwer returned to it 174 

SECTION VIII. 

Confederations on the circum/lances of 
St. John's Death - • - 198 



w 



i 



CONSIDERATIONS 



ON TH8 



LIFE and DEATH 



OF 



St. JOHN the BAPTIST. 

i ■ 

SECTION I. 

Confederations on the nativity of St. 
John, and the circumjiances that 
attended it. 

THE lights ofthe intelleaual, 
like thofe of the natural fyf* 
tern, are not all of equal magnitude 
and luftrel In the church, as in the 
firmament, " on§ ftardiffereth from 
* f another ftar in- glory," Each con- 
• * ' b tributeth 
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tributeth its fhare towards diflipatin 
the darknefs with which we are fur- 
rounded ; but fome, by their fuperior 
fplendor, immediately attraft and 
dazzje the eye of the beholder. Con- 
fpicuous, above others, is the charac- 
ter ©f St. John the Baptift, that bright 
precurfor of the fun, and harbinger 
of the morning, who arofe to give 
notice of Meffiah's approach, and to 
prepare the world for his reception* 
Burning, and {hining, he ran his 
courfe, proclaiming to the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, " Repent, for the 
", kingdom of heaven is at hand;'' 
in other words, " The niglit is far 
"fpent, the day is at hand; caft off 
u therefore the works of darknefs. 
"and put on the. armour of light*, 

; * Ron*, *iii. 12, 

"Awake, 
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•* Awake, thou that (kepeft, and arife 
" from the dead, and Chrift fhall 
" give thee light*" 

Pkaise is ever valuable in propor- 
tion to the judgment and integrity 
of him who beftoweth it; and the pa-, 
negyric is truly honourable, when 
the panegyrift is one who will not 
flatter, and who cannot be deceived. 
How then fliall we raife our thoughts 
to conceive adequately of a perfon, 
whofe encomium was fpoken by the 
Son of God; and concerning M'hom 
that Son of God declared, " Among 
" them that are born of women there 
41 hath not arifen a greater than John 
*tbe Baptiftf." After this declara- 
tion made by the mafter, the difci- 
piesf cannot well be hyperbolical in 

"• £ph«f. v. U. - f Matt. xi. 11. 

B 2 their 
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their praifes of St. John, as the gr$at 
pattern of repentance; the relation 
of Chrift; the friend of the bride- 
groom ; the herald of the king im- 
mortal ; the glory of faints, and the 
joy of the world. 

It is obfervable, that the Baptift's 
nativity is the only one (that of Chrift 
excepted) which the church has 
thought proper to celebrate. XIiq 
days appointed for the commemora- 
tion of other faints are generally 
thofe on which they refpe&ively ceat- 
ed from their labours, and entered 
into their everlafting reft ; the day of 
a good man's death being indeed the 
day of his birth, and this world no 
more than the womb in which he is 
formed and matured for his admiffioa 
into a better, where there is neither * 
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crying nor pain. But the nativity 
of St. John being defigned, by the 
remarkable incidents that accom pa- 
Died it, to turn the eyes of men to-* 
wards one who was far greater ; one,. 
the latchet of whofe ihoes he confeffed 
himfelf not worthy to unloofe ; the 
church keeps a day facred to it, and 
dire&s us to begin our meditations 
by confidering, asall Judcadid, when: 
it happened, " what manner of 
" child*" that ihould be, which was 
fi> wonderfully born. 

He whofe works are all wrought ia 
number, weight, and meafure, bring- 
eth every event to pals in its proper 
feafon. The time approached whicifc 
had been decreed in the counfels of 
t^e Moft High, foretold by the Pro-. 

* t jAike i. 66* 

,...* b3 phets, 
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phets, and ardently defired by holy 
men of old, when the Son of God 
fhould be manifefted, to redeem hi& 
people from death, and to lead them 
in the path of life. As this redemp- 
tion was not to be effe6ted by fleihly 
might and power, the fpiritual king 
of Ifrael chofe to make his appear- 
ance, when the houfe of David was 
like a root buried in the earth ; and 
therefore his forerunner was born " in 
" the days of Herod the king* ;" 
days, when his countryftien were unr 
der a foreign jurifdi&ion, and the 
profpe6fc t>n all fides was gloomy. 
True indeed it is, that the facred 
Jkmp went not out in the temple, 
where the good old Simeon and the 
devout Anna ferved God inftantly 

♦Luke i.6# 
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with faftings and prayers, and wait** 
ed, as many others did, with earned 
expe&ation, for the confolation of 
Ifrael. They were not difcouraged 
by the grofs darknefs which "then 
covered the earth, J3ut rather con- 
eiuded from thence, that .the dawp of 
day could not be far off; as the mer- 
cies of heaven generally come when 
man molt wants, and, humanly 
fpeaking, has lead ground to hope 
for them ; to the end that he may 
with thankfutnefs receive the benefit, 
and with humility give God the 
glory. And this may be an ufeful left 
fon to thofe who fhall live in the lat- 
ter days of the Gentile church, .which' 
are to precede the fecond advent of 
Cttuift; when they will behold the 
ffligiqu of .Chriftiana degenerated 

- - - into 
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into an empty form, and their Zeal- 
and love frozen at the fountain ; whet* 
daily multiplying herefies, like the 
frogs in Egypt* ihall infefl and con- 
taminate all things; when infidelity 
ihall rage and fwell, and iniquity of 
every kind . ihall abound. Sights 
like thefe may confound and ftagger 
thofe who ihall then be ignorant of 
the Scriptures, and weak in faith. 
But an acquaintance \yith the divine 
difpenfations will turn them into fo 
many arguments for the truth of : re- 
velation, and the approach of the day 
of God. " Wheu thefe things begin 
*'to come to pafs; then look up,. 
11 and lift up your heads, for your 
u redemption draweth nigh*:" then 
be found, with Simeon and Anna, in 

. , . * Luke xxi. 2B« 

i-...» the 
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the temple, waiting for the confola- 
tion of Ifrael. 

* When we read of men, who have 
done good in their generations, and 
fhone as lights in the world, curiofity 
naturally leads us to enquire after 
their connexions and relations, and 
efpecially after the happy perfons 
chofen to be the inftruments of con- 
veying fuch blefiings to the church.* 
The fcripture account of Zacharias 
and Elizabeth is concife, but com p re- 
hen five. He was " a pried of the 
*• courfe of Abia," flie was " of the 
" daughters of Aaron," and " they 
lf were both righteous before God, 
" talking in all the commandments 
ki aud ordinances of the Lord, blame- 
'Mejs*." The courfe of Abia was 

* "Luke \: 5, 6» 

the 
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the eighth in order of the twenty- four 
courfes of priefts appointed to relieve 
e^ch other in the fervice of the tem- 
ple, where, during their miniftration, 
they refided in the chambers allotted 
them for that purpofe ; that fo, being 
fequeftered from the cares and pollu- 
tions of the world, they might lt wait 
" on tlie Lord without diftra&ion/' 
performing the outward ceremonies 
of the law, and exercifing their faith 
in the contemplation of thofe hea- 
venly things fhadowed out by them. 
This holy office Zacharias, in the 
word of times, adorned and beauti- 
fied with a correfpondent holinefe of 
life. The fpirit of the fan&uary rett- 
ed upon him, and manifefted itfelf 
in the fruit of righteoufnefs ; a right- 
eoufnefe, which exceeded that of the 

Scribes 
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Scribes and Pharifees, approving it- 
felf in the light of God, to whom are 
known the fecrets of the heart, as 
well as in that of men, who are wit* 
neffes only of the external deport* 
ment. Through the ftrength of this 
(pint, he walked in the path of an 
uniform obedience, an invariable ob- 
ferver of tbofe ordinances which were, 
at that time the facramental means 
and pledges of pardon and accept* 
ance, through faith in Him, of whofe 
advent he was a devout expectant. 
From fuch a father, and a mother 
worthy of him, who graced the line 
of Aaron by a like inviqkble fan&ity 
of manners, was the Baptift to def- 
cend ; that the Jews might have no 
poffiblc obje&ion againft him ; thai 
_>B might b^ 4 proper fotcrunner of 
.: ©ne^ 
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one, who was to make all the world 
in love wilh the beauty of holiuefc ; 
that it might appear wherein true no- 
bility of birth confifteth, namely, in 
a defcent from perfons confecrated to 
the fervice of God, and of an exem- 
plary piety ; and laftly, to allure us, 
that on the heads of thofe, who to a 
holy profeffion add a holy life, will, 
fooner or later, defcend the choiceft 
bleffings which heaven hath to be- 
ftow on the fons of men. 

But let not fuch be impatient, be- 
caufe thofe bleffings are for a while 
deferred. He, who fends them, beft 
knows the proper time of fending 
thttn ; and often fees it neceffarv, 
for many reafons, to exercife the faith 
and patience of his fervants; who 
may always reft'fetiafied, that in due 

. > feafon 
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feafon he will bring every thing to 
pafs, which will conduce to their 
true welfare. The fcripture, having 
witnefled of Zacharias and Elizabeth, 
that " they were both righteous be- 
" fore God, walking in all the com- 
" mandmeqts and ordinances of the 
" Lord blamelefs," proceedeth, in the 
very next words, to inform us, that 
" they had no child, becaufe that 
" Elizabeth was barren, . and they 
" were both well ftricken in years*." 
They, who (land higheft in the fa- 
vour of God, may, therefore, during 
the greateft part of their lives, want 
the external and vifible marks of it, 
and lie under the burden of " re- 
" proach among menf," as was the 
cafe of childlefr women in Jude& 

C But 
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But thde two pious perfons, whet 
their condition, in this rcfpcft, feefrit* 
ed defperate, were upon the eve rf 
felicity. For of parents at their timfe 
of life John was to be born ; that lb 
tht miraculous maimer of his birth 
might excite the attention of man* 
kind, and difpofe them to liften to 
his voice, when it fhould be heard ifc. 
the wildernefs ; and alfo, that it 
might prepare them for that great 
event which was taking place/ as the 
prophet Ifaiah had 1 foretold ; . <c A 
" virgin ihall- conceive, and bear i 
" fon," In circumftances parallel 
,i»ith thofeof St. John, were born,- of 
old, Ifaac, and 1 Joftph, arid Sam J*- 
ion, and Samuel; all of them illus- 
trious forerunners tiPMefluih,- in onfc 
or other of bis ithree chara&#r$ pro- 
..... a l pheticaj, 
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poetical, fecerdotal, or regal. And 
$4 not God intend, by fo often 
eaufing " the barren woman to keep 

V houfe, and to become a joyful mo- 
< c ther of children/ 1 to make that 
power known, by which the incarna- 
tion of the Redeemer and the fruit* 
falnefe of his church were to be ef« 
fe&ed in the latter days, when, ac- 
cording to St. Paul, the prophetical 
iopm&ion of Ifaiah was obeyed, 

V Sing; O barren, thou that didft not 
'-'bear; break forth into finging, 
tl and cry aloud, thou that didft not 

V travel with child * !" 

. He, who is employed in difcharg- 
ing with fidelity the duties of his 
calling, takes the fureft way to ob- 
tain the continuation and increafe of 

* Ifai. liv. L Gal. iv. 27. 

•»•*:>' c 2 • hi* 
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his heavenly Matter's favours. A r 
fon was promifed to Zacharias, 
• * While he executed theprieft's office 
v before God," as the ritual of the 
church enjoined, " in the order of 
<< his courfe, and according to the 
^ c cuftomV The refleaion of a 
pious writer upon this circumftance 
k no left juft than beautiful. " One. 
"pricft alone," fays he, " intent on 
" his duty, who diffufei thefweetfa- 
M vour of Chrift, and is conftant itt 
" prayer, draws down on the people 
" more bleffings than a great nura- 
" ber of negligent priefts. A matt 
bought," continues he, " to <di£ 
M charge all the ecclefiaftical func- 
u tions with the fpirit of the facred 
" miniftry, as before GW, and under 

• J-uke i. 8, 9J 

• "his 
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"his immediate infpe&ion; to per- 
u form them in order, in his proper 
"ftation, without ambitiouily feek- 
"ing an higher; to do nothing 
"merely of his own will, but to ob- 
"fcrve the well-eftabliihed cvJioms t 
"as being the necefiary fecurities of 
" peace. This is the truth which 
I thefe fhadows prefigured, and tliefe 
I the difpofitions worthy a minifter 
" of the true temple, which is the 
u church*." 

The annuntiation of the Baptift's 
conception happened at the time of 
incenfe, when his father, having put 
en the robe of honour, and being 
ilothed, like the great Mediator 
he perforated, with the gar* 

■ .. i- Qwfnd's Moral Reflexions on t*« 
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drefs, and having removed all mif- 
conceived apprehenfions, proceed to 
inftruft and comfort thofe to whom' 
they are fent " Fear not, Zacharias^ 
" for thy prayer is heard, and thy 
" wife Elizabeth ihall bear thee a* 
" Son*." Zacharias had prayed> fop 
the redemption of Ifrael by Meffiah* 
and therefore was honoured by being; 
made, in a wonderful manner, tha 
father of bis illuflrious foreruiwer«s 
The pried was anxious for the Wfibi 
fare of the church, and the ixtao. wait 
hleffed in his own private concerns* 
He fought "-fiift the kingdom, ofi 
*' God, and his righteoufnefs," and 
the bleffing of a fon was " added un* 
>' to him.'W Thy wife Elizabeth 
w fliaU bear theeafon, andthou.fliate 

"call 
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u call his name John, "that is, being 
interpreted, the grace, or gift ; <c and 
tl many fhall rejoice at his birth :" 
not wily thou fhalt rejoice, and Eli- 
zabeth with thee, at the birth of a 
fon fo long defpaired of, and fuch a 
foh too, but it fhall be matter of joy, 
at the time, to all who look for re- 
demption ; and afterwards, thou- 
fands and millions fhall rejoice at the 
remembrance of it; the day fhall be 
kept as a feftival throughout all ge- 
nerations; with joy and gladnefs fhall 
it be kept, thankfgiving and the voice 
of melody. Encouraged by the ex* 
ample of Zacharias, let the priefts, 
the minifters of the Lord, be never 
weary of waiting for his loving kind- 
npfe in the midft of his temple. Let 
it be the delight of their lives to exe- 
cute 
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i l form *. " The demand of Zacha- 
rias, however, was complied with, 
and a fign was granted him in the 
punifhment of his unbelief. The ufe 
of that tongue, which, inftead of 
giving glory to God, had been em- 
ployed in railing obje&ions, was 
taken from him, and afilenceof fome 
months was impofed as a penance for 
the abufe of fpeechf. 

But when the wonderful child was 
born, who, even before his birth, en- 
tered upon his prophetical office, and 
gave teflimony to his Saviour in the 
womb, then declaring, by his exul- 

* Rom. iv. 18. 

f Conticefccre paulatim oportuit omnc Le- 
vi tici apparatus Choragium, quod ominofo 
hoc Sacerdotis filentio prcfiguratum eft ; ut 
foia Mcfiia? docentis et benedicentis vox in 
Ecclefia audiretur,— Witfii Mifcell. Sacr. II. 
494. 

tation, 
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tation, what he afterward did by 
words, " Behold the Lamb of God;" 
and Zacharias had acknowledged the 
gift of God, by direfting that his 
name fhould be John ; then the 
mouth of the father was opened ; and 
to fhew us the proper employment of 
the tongue, when heaven grants the 
ufe of it, he " praifed God." Faith 
reftored what incredulity had taken 
away; " he believed, and therefore 
" he fpake." And his heart having 
been prepared, by filence and retire- 
ment, for the reception of celeftial 
influences, he was now " filled with 
" the Holy Ghoft," and brake forth 
into that divine hymn, which fhall 
be the fubjefl: of the next fe&ion. . 



p SEC- 
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SECTION II; 

Coftjiderations on the hymn of 
Zacharias. 

\ MONG the alterations in hi 
-**• ture, which notify the tetui 
of fpring, lib one is more pleafin^ 
than the exchange of a long ahd me 
landioly filetfcef, for that melod 
ttfiich then refouiideth on every fid 
of us, in the vtctods and fields. St 
loitiori hath not forgotten this cii 
CUtriftiUCe, iu his ftfaft but love* 
<Mtf fptton of that delightful feafon 
" L6, the Winter is paft, the rain i 
' ' <wer and 'gbire, the flowers appea 
" on the earth, the time of the fing 
*' ing of birds is come, and the voic 
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" of the turtle is heard in our land ** " 
The advent of Mefiiah was announc- 
ed, in a fimilar manner, to the 
church ; and we may fay of it, in 
the words of the Roman poet, which, 
ljke thofe of Caiaphas, contained 
much more than he was aware of, 
who uttered them, 

• ■ 

Afpice, yenturo laetcntur ut omnia faeclo ! 

JJor now, the blefled virgin " mag- 
" nifi^th the Lord, and her fpirit re* 
"joiceth in God her Saviour :" the 
father of the Baptift « bleffeth the 
H - Lord God of Urael, for having vi- 
" filed and redeemed his people :" 
the angels thenafelves defeend in full 
choir, to perform an anthem in ho- 
nour of their Lord and ours; and 

* Cant, ii, 11, 

P 3 old 
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old Simeon clofeth all with his affeft- 
ing farewel to the world ; " Lord, 
4i now letteft thou thy fervant depart 
11 in peace, according to thy word j 
" for mine eyes have feen thy falva- 
t€ tion." Thus did all " break forth 
" into joy, and fing together, becaufe 
" the Lord had comforted his people, 
" and redeemed Jerufalem ;" becaufe 
the fun of righteoufnefs, by his vifi- 
tation of the earth, was putting a 
period to a dreary winter, and intro- 
ducing, in its (lead, a new and more 
glorious fpring. And as fpring is the 
morning of the year, Cowley's addrefs 
to the material light, which is but a 
faint copy, may be applied to the 
great original himfelf ; 



When 



Death of St. John theBaptift, 9$ 

When thou lift' ft up thy radiant head 

Out of the. morning's purple bed, 

Thy chojr of birds about thee play, 

And ajl the joyful world falutes the rifingday, 

The hymn which we are at prefenfc 
to confider, is that of Zacharias, 
The occafion on which it was indited, 
was the birth of St John : the ful> 
je& is the covenant of grace in Chrift 
Jefus : the language is that of the 
Old Tpftament, old terms being tranf- 
ferred to new things : the fpeaker is 
^ prieft and a prophet, '* full of the 
* Holy Ghpft." 

During a tedious interval of fl* 
Jence, Zacharias had beheld the acr 
pompliihrnent of the divine prpmife 
\o tyutfelf ; ^n4 be kpew like wife, 
that the Saviour of mankind wpuld* 
ft)pr4b?}?or»,ofhis relatipn, tfievir- 

P3 m 
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gin Mary. We may judge, there- 
fere, what pain and grief he felt, 
while reftrained from uttering: that 
" good matter," of which his heart 
was fo full, that when at length God 
faw fit to remove the mound, it burft 
forth at once in an impetuous and 
irrefiftible torrent of thankfgiving; 

1 • Blejfed be the "Lord God of 
Ifrael, for he hath vifited and 
redeemed his people *. 

It was no Tiew thing for i i the God 
" of Ifrael" to " vifit and redeem 
* his people." He had. often done 
it, when they were in affliction and 
captivity. But fo to vitit and re- 
deem, was not all that he intended to 
do for his chofen. Through things 

. • Luke i. 6%j #c 

* 

i. temporal 



Death of St. John iheBaptifi. 31 

temporal he was defirous that they 
fhould look at things eternal, and 
carry on their views from a bodily to 
a fpiritual Redemption, in which all 
his counfels terminated ; a Redemp- 
tion to be effe6ted by his Vifiting 
mankind, dwelling among them in a 
tabernacle of flefh, and in that taber- 
nacle offering up the true, propitiatory 
facrifice; a Redemption that (hould 
extend to Gentiles as well as Jews, 
and of both make one People, a new 
Ifrael, of which he ihould be the Lord 
God, for evermore. How gracious 
•this Vifitatioi* ! How aftonifhing this, 
Redemption ! V Blefled be the Lord 
" God of Ifrael, for he hath vifited 
and redeemed his people," 

> . 2. And hath raifed up an horn of 

falvatlon for us, in the Imife of 

. his fervant David. 

Iu 
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In the Old Teftament, we read con» 
tinually of Saviours and Deliverers 
" raifed up" by God, to refcue his 
people, from time to time, out of the 
hands of their oppreffors. But of 
them we may fay, as the Apoftle does 
of the Levitical priefts, V They were 
" nof fufFered to. continue, by reafoa 
<f of death *•" And therefore, we 
may argue in one cafe, as he doth iq. 
the other, that no one of them could 
be the true Saviour of Ifrael, the fub- 
je& of the promifes. Neither Mofes, 
who brought them out of Egypt, nor 
Joihua, who fettled them in Canaan, 
was " He that fliould come," bu 
they were ftill to f ' look for another. 
And fo od, through the whole cale? 
ftar of temporal faviours, who, U ] 

# Jleb, vii. 23. 
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the legal minifters, u ferved only," 
by their wars and victories, " to the 
11 example and fliadow of heavenly 
" things." The body, or fubftance, 
in either in ftance, <c was of Chrift."' 
For he who arofe "a Pried for ever," 
arofe alfo " a King immortal ;" a 
mighty Horn, or Power of CUvation ; 
a Mofes, to deliver us from this pre- 
fent evil world ; a Jofliua, to put us 
in pofleffion of the heavenly Canaan ; 
in ihort, every thing, to fill up every 
prefigurative charafter. This mighty 
Saviour, this omnipotent king of If- 
rael, God raifed up " in the houfe of 
V his fervant David," as he had pro- 
raifed, " that of the fruit of his body 
" according to the flefh, he would 
" raife up Chrift to fit on his 

" throne," 
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" throne f. " And to this agree th$ 
words of the angel, at the annuntia- 
tipn, "The Lord God ihall give unto 
" him the throne of his father David, 
" and he ihall reign for ever afld ever 

" over the houfe of Jacob, and of his 

• ........ 

" kingdom there ihall be nq endf ." . 

3. As he promifed by the mouth pf 
his holy prophets, which have 
beenjince the world began— 

In a matter of fo great confequencd • 
as man's redemption, God left not 
the world without information, fronj 
the beginning : fo that wherever we 
find ignorance, it muft be charged to 
the account of man, as having re-* 

* Pfalm cxx*ii. IX. A6b ii. 30. 
f Luke i, 3?, 

jetted, 
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je&ed, fcnd not to that of his Maker, 
as having denied the neceflary means 
of inftru&ioh. We fee the Chriftistn 
church now fupported, in her belief 
bf Meffiah's fecond advent, on which 
all her hopes are fixed by the clif- 
coiirfes of the Apoftles, as the anci- 
ent church wa$ fupported in her be- 
lief of his firft advent, by tlie difcourfes 
of the Prophets. There is no more 
difficulty in one cafe, than in the o- 
ther. The ancients lived in faith, 
and fo do we. They died in faith, 
" not having received the promlfes," 
and fo muft we : for though fome prb- 
mifes are fulfilled, yet others are not; 
nor can be, in this world. Our know- 
ledge is not the lefs certain, nor our 
faith, built upon it, the lefs firm, be- 
carufe we have not exalt and ade- 
quate 



1 
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quate notions of the manner of 
Chrift's coming, the circumftancesof 
the laft judgment, and the glory that 
is to follow*. The Fa6U are 'fuffici- 
ently predicted ; for an idea of the 
Mode we muft be contented to wait, 
till faith fliall give place .to fight. 
And let the fame obfervation be ap- 
plied to the Patriarchs and Ifraelites. 

4. —That xce Jhould be faced from 
our enemies, and from the hand 
of all that hate us. 

The Enemies and the Salvation, 

Jiere intended by Zacharias, are, 

without doubt, fpiritual. Such a fel- 

• vation, therefore, from fuch enemies, 

rGod " promifed by tlie mouth of his 

- "holy prophets which* have been 

* fince the world began." When be 

faved 



•» 
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faved his people of old. from their 
enemies, and from the hand of all 
that hated them, his mercy fo dif- 
played was a figure for the time then 
prefent, a pledge and earned of eter- 
nal redemption ; as if he had faid, 
11 Ye lhall fee greater things than 
" thefe." And the pfalms, foi'iierly 
compofed to celebrate the deliver- 
ance of Ifrael from Fgyptian and 
Babylonian captivities, are now ufed, 
by the church Chriftian, to praife 
God for falvation from fin, death, 
and Satan : they are fung new in 
the kingdom of Meffiah. " Old 
" things are paffed away, behold all 
" thiugs are" become new :" legal 
figures are vaniihed, and the terms 
employed to defcribe them are trans- 
ferred to evangelical truths. When 

E the 
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the prophets compofed pfalms on oo 
cafion of temporal deliverances, they 
looked forward to a future fpiri- 
tual falvation ; as Zacharias, in hta 
hymn, the fubjeft of which is a fpi- 
ritual falvation, looks back, and has 
a reference to pad temporal deliver 1 * 
ances. 

5. To perform the mercy promifed 
to our fathers^ mid to remember 
his holy Covenant—*- 

The " mercy promifed to our fii- 
" thers" was, therefore, a fpiritual 
mercy ; and the * covenant" made 
with them was a gofpel covenant'; 
for otherwife, God could not be faid t 
by raifiug up Chrift, to have " per- 
4 ' formed that mercy," and " re- 
" membered that covenant*" Ac- 
cordingly, 



Death of St. John the Bapttft. 39 

(Jrdingly, we are elfewhere told, 
the Gofpel was preached to Abra* 
ham*;" and the covenant made 
ith him is ftyled " the covenant of 
od in Chriftf." The Gofpel, then, 
is prior to the law, and was the 
itrimony of all the children of 
braham. " The law, which was 
four hundred and thirty years af- 
ter," whatever might be it's ii\ten- 
an, could not difpoffefs them of 
is their inheritance ; it could not 
difannul the covenant, and make 
the promife of none effect." But 
, on the contrary, it was defigned 
keep up, and further the know- 
ige of them ; if it was a Handing 
ophecy; if it was "a fchool mat- 
ter" by it's elements training up 

♦ Q^. iii. 8. f Ibid, 17. 

£ 2 and 
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and concluding it's fcholars ki t 
" Chrift ;" then certainly nothin 
was wanting on the part of Goc 
The Jews minded earthly things 
but to iufer from thence, that the 
were never taught the knowlege o 
things heavenly, would be a metho 
of arguing too hazardous to be veil 
tured upon ; fince, from the behi 
viour of many, who profefs th 
Chriftian religion, it might as fairl 
be concluded, that their Mailer pre 
mifed nothing but " loaves an 
fifhes." Ifraelites might fet the; 
hearts too much on " fields an 
"vineyards," forgetting or negle6 
ing better things, as men are apt t 
do, who are bleffed with profperit 
in this prefent world. But whe 
they did fo, they did wrong : pre 

phet 
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phets were fent to reprove the error, 
and judgments to convince them, 
that Canaan was not the end of the 
"covenant," nor a plentiful harveft 
" the mercy promifed." 

6. The oath which he fxcare to our 
forefather Abraham — 

The amazing condefcenfion of 
God in vouchfafing, for man's fatis- 
fa&ion and affurance, to confirm his 
promife by an oath, is finely touched 
upon in the epiftle to the Hebrews. 
" When God made -promife to Abra- 
" ham, becaufe he could fwear by 
" no greater, he fware by himfelf, 
"faying, furely, blefiing I will blefs 
" thee, and multiplying I will mul- 
" tiply thee — For men verily fwear 
4< by a greater, and an oath for con- 

£ 3 " firmation 
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€t firmation is to them an end of all ' 
" ftrife. Wherein God, willing to 
" fliew to the heirs of promife the 
* immutability of , his counfel, con- 
" firmed it by an oath ; that by two 
€i immutable things, in which it 
" was impoffible for God to lie, we 
" might have a ftrong confolation, 
" who have fled for refuge, to lay 
" hold upon the hope fet before 
"us*." O the gooduefs of God, 
who hath given his creatures the 
affurance of an oath ! O the infide- 
lity of his creatures, who diftruft that 
ailurancef. 

* Heb. vi. 13. 

f O beatos nos, quorum caufa Dcus ju- 
rat ! O miforrimos, fi nee juranti Domino 
crcdimus! -Tertull. 

7. That 
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7* — That he would grant unto us, 
that we being delivered out of the 
hands of our enemies, might ferce 
him without fear, 

8. In holinefs and righteoufnefs be- 
fore him, all the days of our 
life. 

The promife, made with an oath 
to Abraham, was made, after the in- 
tentional facrifice of Ifaac, in the 
following terms ; H By myfelf haye 
" I fworn — that in bleffing I will 
" blefs thee, and in multiplying I 
" will multiply thy feed as the ftars 
" of heaven, and as the fand which is 
" upon the fea (hore ; and thy feed 
" (hall poffefs the gate of hi$ ene- 
" mies ; and in {hy feed fliall all the 

nation^ 
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" nations of the earth be blefled*.'" 
The obje6ts of the bleffing here pro- 
mifed are the faithful children of 
Abraham, whether Jews or Gentiles; 
the " feed," in whom they are blef- 
fed, is Chrift ; the manner in which 
he obtains the bleffing, is by " pof- 
" fefling the gate of his enemies, " 
that is, by fubduing them, and feiz- 
ing their ftrong holds ; the bleffing 
itfelf confifteth in a redemption from 
bondage under thofe enemies, and 
an admiffion into the fervice of God. 
Such is the fubftance and intention 
of the promife made with an oath to 
Abraham, as explained by Zacharias, 
and fulfilled under the gofpel. In 
the mean time, between the promife 
and it's accomplifhment it pleafed 

* Gen. xxii. l€. 

God 
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God to interpofe a difpenfation, 
which exhibited a viiible reprefenta- 
tion of this great and important tran- 
faftion, in the cafe of the children of 
Ifrael, or the pofterity of Abraham 
according to the flefli, who, after 
having been long detained in cruel 
bondage by Pharaoh and the Egyp- 
tians, were " delivered out of the 
" hands of their enemies;" and de- 
livered for this purpofe, that they 
might ferve God with a prefigurative 
fervice, calculated to laft " till the 
" feed fhould come, to whom the 
" promife was made." For thus 
Jehovah faith to Mofes, " When 
." thou haft brought forth the peo- 
$€ pie out of Egypt, they fhall/m>e 
"God upon this mountain*," So 

* Exod. iii. 12. 

that 
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that when, at the transfiguration of 
our Lord upon mount Tabor, Mofes 
difcpurfed with him on the fubjeft 
of " his deceafe," or, as it is in the 
original, his exodus, u which he 
u fhould accomplifh at Jerufalem," 
may we not imagine to ourfelvcs the 
deliverer of Ifrael addrefling the 
world's Redeemer in fome fuch words 
as thefe — By my hand the Lord God 
of Ifrael did once vouchfafe to bring 
forth his people from the affli&ing 
bondage of Egypt; but thou fhalt 
turn the multitude of the Gentiles 
from the power of Satan to God. I 
faw the Lord make a path through 
the waters, for his redeemed to pafs 
over; but thou (halt find a more 
wonderful way through the waves of 
death ; and thougli the floods ihall 

compafs 
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compafs thee about, yet fhall thy life 
be brought up from corruption. I 
beheld the chariots of Pharaoh and 
the mighty hoft of Egypt plunging 
in the deep, when the morning ap- 
peared ; but thou fhalt triumph over 
principalities and powers, and fee 
them overwhelmed in the lake of fire. 
I led my people through the wilder- 
nefe, and gave them a law which had 
u the ihadow of good things to 
" come ;" but thou fhalt conduct 
thine through the world, and teach 
them to " worihip in fpirit and in 
" truth." I went before Ifraet to 
the borders of the promifed land; 
but thou art the true fhepherd of 
fouls, and they who follow thee 
ihall " pals from death unto life." 
Zacharias concludes his divine fong 

with 
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with an apoftfophe to the infaiit 
Baptift, as one who was defigned by 
providence to be the precurfor of fuch 
a Saviour, and the publifher of fuch 
falvation. * 

9. And thou child Jhalt be called 
the prophet of the Higheft^ for 
thou Jhalt go before the face of 
the Lord, to prepare his ways ; 

10. To give knowledge of falvation 
unto his people for the remifjion' 
of their fins — 

" The law prophefied until John," 
who fuceeded it in it's office of point- 
ing out the Meffiah, and fpake the 
language of it's inftitutions, when he 
faid, " Behold the Lamb of God, 
" which taketh away the fin of the 

" world." 
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"world." " Remiffion of fins" is 
the do6fcrine in which the Chriftian 
religion jufily glorieth, as that mod 
neceffary and fundamental point, in 
which every other religion fails. 
The Heathen confeffeth himfclf to 
be in the dark; he gueffeth only 
what is the will of God, whom he 
knoweth not. He hath not ftrength 
to perform what he imagineth to be 
fuch ; and he underftandeth not the 
meaning of the facrifices and luftra- 
tions derived to him by tradition. 
The blood of bulls and goats cannot 
wafli away the fins of the Jew ; and 
his oblations, fince the truth is 
come, which they were intended to 
prefigure, are prepofterous, and im- 
pious. The Mahometan hath no 
evidence for the miffion of his pro- 
s' phet, 
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phet, no argument for his religioa 
but the fword, and no heaven but 
fenfe. The do&rine of ' ' fal vatkra 
" by the remiffion of fins," through 
faith in a Redeemer, was, from the 
beginning, the fum and fubftanceof 
true religion, which fubfified in pro* 
mife, prophecy, and figure, till John 
preached their accomplifhment ifi 
the perfon of Jefus. Paganifm was 
a corruption of it, before that time^ 
as Mahometifm hath been fince ; 
and modern Judaifm is an apoftafy 
from it. And fliall we go away, and 
forfake our Redeemer? To whom 
can we go? He hath the words erf 
eternal life : he only can giye " fal- 
" vation by the remiffion of fins." 
It is this religion which enlightens 
the underftanding with true know- 

lege. 
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lege, and warms the heart with true 
charky : it is this which alone brings 
confidence, and comfort, and joy, 
and bids fear and defpondency fly 
away: it is this which raifes the 
foul, as it were, from the dead, puts 
aew vigour into all her powers and 
faculties, and animates her to duty, 
hy the powerful motives it fuggeft- 
eth : it is this which is a counterba- 

• 

lance to the temptations of fenfe, by 
the promifes made to our faith; 
which fupports the infirmity of na- 
ture by the glorious obje6ls propofed 
to our hope; and which triumphs 
over the oppofition of the world, by 
the love of God llied abroad in our 
hearts: it procures us the only folid 
happinefs there is in this world, and 
opens a way to the felicities of the 

p 2 next : 
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next : it holds him out to us, who is 
our "fliielcl" on earth, and will be 
our " exceeding great reward" m 
heaven; who " guides us with his 
" counfel, and will, after that, re- 
" ceive us to glory — Whom have 
"we in heaven, O Lord, but thee ; 
" and there is none upon earth 
£i we can (defire in comparifon of 
"thee*!" 

11. — Through the tender mercy 
of our God; whereby the day- 

Spring from on high hath vijited 
us, 

12. To give light to them that Jit 
in darknefs, and in thejhadow of 
death, to guide our feet into tht 
way of peace, 

* Pfalm lxxiii. 24. 

St 
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St. John was the morning-ftar, 
that preceded the fun of righteouf- 
nefs at his rifing; an event, the 
glory of which is due to " the ten- 
" der mercy of our God;" fince to- 
wards the produftion of it man could 
do no more than he can do towards 
caufing the natural fun to rife upon 
tfye earth. The bleffed effects of the 
day-fpring which then dawned from 
on high, and gradually increafed 
more and more unto the perfect day, 
were — the difperlion of ignorance, 
which is the darknefs of the intellec- 
tual world ; the awakening of men 
from fin, which is the deep of the 
foul ; and the converfion and direc- 
tion of their hearts and inclinations 
into " the way of peace," that is, 

of 
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of reconciliation to God by the blood 
of Chrrft, to themfelves by the an- 
fwer of a confcience cleanfed from 
fin, and to one another by mutual 
love, " Happy is the people that 
' is in fuch a cafe ; yea, happy is 
' the people, whofe God is the Lord. 
' They are the children of the light 
' and of the day. Their fun fliall 
' no more go down, neither fliall their 
1 moon withdraw itfelf ; for the 
c Lord fhall be unto them an ever- 
' lafting light, and the days of their 
' mourning fliall be ended." 



SEC- 
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SECTION III. 

ConJzderatio7is on St. John's education 

in the defarts* 

ALL the information we have 
concerning St. John, from the 
time of tiis birth to that of his pub^ 
lie appearance, is contained in the 
few following words — " And the 
".child grew, and waxed ftrong in 
" fpirit, and was in the defarts till 
" the day of his (hewing unto Ifi ael *." 
There, apart from the world, and 
under the tuition of heaven, he was 
catechized in the principles of divine 
wifdom, initiated into the myftery of 

* Luke i. 80. 

a holy 
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a holy life, and perfe&ed in the dis- 
cipline of felf-denial ; 

The mofs his bed, the cave his humble cell, 
His food the fruits, his drink the chryftal well : 
Remote from man, with God he pafs'4 the days, 
Pray'r all his bus'nefs, all his pleafure praife. 

PARNELL. 

' This difpenfation in the cafe of 
the Baptift, like many others relative 
to the prophets, was extraordinary 
and miraculous ; confequently, not 
to be literally copied by any one^ 
but in fimilar circumftances, ajid un- 
der a fupernatural dire£Hon. Nor 
has the monaftic fcheme the fanftion 
of fo great an example; as St. John 
was under the obligation of no wow, 
but having finiflied his preparation 
in folitude, came forth to aft his 
part upon the theatre of the world. 

And 
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And it is well known, that; even in 
thole ages when mankind ftood afto- 
niihed at the aufterities pra&ifed by 
reclufes and eremites, the epifcopat 
©r facerdotal character was reckoned 
as much fuperior to the other, as 
charity is better thau contemplation. 
"In folkude," faith a great mafter 
of this fubjeft, "a man may go to 
" heaven by the way of prayer and 
devotion ; but in fociety he car- 
ries others with him by the way of 
mercy and charity. In folitude 
€t there are fewer temptations, but 
** then there is likewife the exercife 
** of fewer virtues. Solitude is a 
"good fchool, and the world the 
"beft theatre. The inltitution isr 
" beft there, the pra&ice here. The 
" wildernefs hath the advantage of 

" difcipline, 
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" difcipline, but fociety furnifheth 
" the opportunities of perfe6tion # .* 
To confirm this judicious (late of the 
cafe, it may be obferved, that the 
only perfect life which hath ever 
been led on earth, wa3 a mixture of 
the folitary and focial. Our Lord 
himfelf paffed thirty years in the 
privacy of Nazareth, and then ap- 
peared in public to exercife his mi- 
niftry ; but ftili not without frequent 
intervals of retirement. " It was in 
"folitude that he kept his vigils; 
" the defart places heard him pray ; 
" in the wildernefs he vanquifhed 
" Satan ; upon a mountain apart he 
was transfigured f. " But in pub- 
he preached the Gofpel, and con- 

i Bifhop Taylor's Life of Chrift, Sea viii. 
Ibid. 

verted 



it 
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verted fouls ; in public he healed the 
lick, and caft out devils ; in public 
he fuffered, and, while he redeemed 
the world, fet it a pattern of humility, 
patience, and charity. 

From the circumftance of St 
John's education in the defarts we 
may, therefore, venture to draw a 
conclufion which will be of general 
ufe, with, regard to all minifters of 
the Gofpel, namely, that the folitary 
way of life is neceflary to qualify 
them for the offices of the focial ; 
or, that he who would ferve God ac- 
ceptably in public, muft firft prepare 
himfelf for that purpofe in private. 
The reafon is, becaufe no man is 
properly qualified to teach wifdom 
and holinefsy who doth not himfelf 
poflefs them. And a little refle&ion 

will 
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will convince us, how needftd retire- 
ment is for the acquifition of both* 

The toils undergone by all who 
have ever made any great proficiency 
in zvifdom, plainly prove clofe appli- 
cation and deep attention to be xc- 
quifite for it's attainment And they 
who imagine themfelves to have difr 
covered a fhorter way, condu&ing 
them to it without ftudy, will find, 
fooner or later, that they have mif- 
taken their road. " Hardly do we 
cc guefs aright at things that arc 
" upon earth, and with labour do 
" we find the things that are before 
"us*:" fhall we then expeft a 
knowlege of thofe which are of a 
high and fpiritual nature, without 
any labour at all ? The prophets 

* Wifdom ix. l6. 

themfelves 
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ihemfelves " enquired and fearched 
" diligently what things the fpirit 
" of Chrift, which was in them, did 
"fignify*." The royal" Preacher, 
endued from above with 4 ' largenefs 
" of heart as the fand upon the fea 
"fhore," yet took pain?, and thofe 
no flight ones, in the invention and 
difpofition of his difcourfcs. For, 
" in order to teach the people know- 
" lege, he gave good heed, and 
" fought out and fet in order many 
" proverbs; yea, the preacher fought 
"to find out acceptable words, 
" words of uprightnefs and truth f." 
And if Solomon were not exempted 
from ftudy and meditation, no other 
man can have any title to hope for 
fuch a privilege. 

* 1 Pet. i. 10. . f Ecclef. xii. 10. 

o But 
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But who fhall be able to fix his 
attention, amidft the hurry and dif« 
fipation of life ? Who can meditate 
on wifdom, with the noife of folly 
founding inceffantly in his ears? 
That bleffed perfon who could fuffer 
no diftra&ion of thought from the 
objefts around him, withdrew from 
the multitude, that he might teach 
us to do the fame, who, alas 1 are of- 
ten unable, when alone, to confine 
our thoughts, for a few minutes to* 
gether, to one fubjeft. The w^rld, 
like Martha, is " troubled about 
" many things," and moft about 
thofe which are of lead concern ; fo 
that, - befides the profane, the un- 
feemly, and uncharitable difcourfes, 
which they muft hear who are much 
converfant with it, the mind of a 
8 man 
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man fuffers-not a little from the va- 
riety of light and unprofitable con- 
verfation in which he is frequently 
engaged. This fcatters the thoughts, 
and fo indifpofes them for any fpecu- 
lations that are great and noble, fub- 
lune and facred, that fome time is 
required to reduce the wanderers, to 
compofe the fpirits, and to reftore 
that tranquillity of foul which is in* 
difpenfably neceffary for the profecu- 
tion of religious enquiries. And al- 
though the general affertion of a fa- 
mous reclufe, " that he always came 
" out of company a worfe man than 
* he went into it, " favoureth too 
much of the cloifter, yet whoever, 
as the world goes, fhould diligently 
note the times when he came out of 
company, a better man than he went 

g 2 into 



64 Cottjiderations on the Life nnd 

into it, might, perhaps, find his diary 
contained in a lefs compafs, than at 
prefent he is apt to imagine. 

Certain, however, it is, that for 
the prod uft ions of wifdom we are in- 
debted to folitude, as the parent of 
attention. And therefore many, in 
all ages, have followed St. John into 
the wildernefs, and chofen retire- 
ment, not out of any morofenefs of 
temper, or mifanthropy, but that 
they might give themfelves, without 
let or moleftation, to the purfuit of 
divine knowlege. In this fituation, 
they found themfelves always at li- 
berty to chufe their companions. 
They could converfe at pleafure witl 
patriarchs and prophets, apoftles 
martyrs, and confeffors, with devoi 
and learned bifliops, and others, wl 

on 
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once adorned the church by their 
lives, and have continued, fince their 
deaths, thro' many generations, to 
edify her by their writings. Here 
they could rally their fcattered 
thoughts, and fix them upon fub- 
je&s, whence they might extract real 
profit, and durable pleafure. For 
meditations, while employed, in a 
general and curfory way, upon a va- 
riety of obje&s, like the rays of light 
diffufed in the air, difcover not the 
force and a6iivity which they pof- 
fefs ; it is clofe attention which col- 
lefts and unites, and renders them 
operative. And an ability to beftow 
that clofe attention in a crowd, is 
granted to very few among the fons 
of men. 

A Pisf assionate and unprejudt- 

o 3 ced 
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ced ftate of mind is another requifite 
for the attainment of true wifdom. 
And as our fentiments take the tinc- 
ture of our company, perfons conti- 
nually engaged in the world are very 
liable to be corrupted, as well as dif- 
(ipated. He who paffeth his time 
with men of bafe and antifcriptural 
tenets, will find, when it is too late, 
that "evH communications corrupt" 
good principles, as well as "good 
" manners." The underftanding 
will be blinded, and the heart har- 
dened : wifdom will be fhut out at 
every avenue ; and the man will fit 
down in darknefs and depravity, for 
the remainder of his days, determine 
;ng with himfelf that there is no fuch 
thing as truth, without ever being 
at the tf oubl? of making the enquiry. 

Happy, 
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Happy, therefore, is he who, like be. 
John, fpendeth his early days in pri- 
vacy, and there acquainteth himfelf 
betimes with the excellencies and 
perfections of divine wifdom. For 
" Wifdom is glorious, and ne\ 
" fadeth away; yea, flie is eafilv (* - 
"of them that love her, and !• 
" of fuch as feek her. SIu 
" venteth them that defire !• i 
" making herfelf firft known 
"them. Whofo feeketh lu- 
" fhall have no great trav< * 
" he (hall find her fitting a 
"doors*." 

Upon the fame principle, • 
account it one of the no i 
vantages which St. John en y 

his retreat into the wildern . 

* Wifdom vi, 15?. 
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he was thereby delivered from the 
vain janglings of the many religious 
fefts and fa6lions, at that time in 
Judea. For the authors and abet-* 
tors of fuch as are naturally Confined 
in their views, and obftrufted in 
their fearch after truth, by having 
affumcd it for a firft principle, that 
" they are the men, and that wifdom 
u muft needs live and die with 
ic them." Hence they become more 
folicitous about the defence of their 
own particularities againft thofe of 
pther fe&aries, than careful to ad* 

* 

vance and propagate the general 
principles of true religion. This 
hath been but too much the cafe for 
fome time paft in Chriflendom, 
which, like Jerufalem before it's de- 
iiru&ion, is crumbled into innume^ 
>' rable 
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.rable parties, biting and devouring 
one another ; infomuch that it is now 
difficult for one writer to lay down a 
pofition in theology, which another 
fhall not immediately fet himfelf to 
controvert with all his might, as he- 
retical and antichriftian. The dif- 
pute foon becomes a trial of fkill, 
and the paffions and prejudices^ of 
the combatants fpread a cloud over 
the queftion, in which truth and 
charity often vanifli together. Thus 
dark and tempeftuous are thefe lower 
regions. But, by ftudy and medita- 
tion in folitude, the Chriftian, in 
heart and mind, afcendeth to a purer* 
element, from whence he beholdeth 
the ftorms produced by contending 
fa&ions far beneath him, and expa- 
tiateth at pleafure in thofe fields of 

light 
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light and ferenity, which open them- 
felves on all fides to his view. He 
confoleth himfelf, by contemplating 
the church, as lhe formerly fubfifted 
in original purity and unity, and as 
flie will hereafter exift in her trium- 
phant ftate above, when her mem- 
bers of every age and nation fhali all 
lift up their voices together, and 
make their found to be heard as one, 
in giving Glory to God, and to the 
Lamb. Difencumbered of paffions 
and prejudices, he followeth after 
the truth which leadeth to godlinefs, 
and the wifdom whofe end is falva- 
iion. 

For the attainment of that wifdom 
&> third thing requifite is divine illu- 
mination. Wifdom is one of thofe 
** good and perfect gifts," which 



" come 
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"come down from the Father of 
" lights," and muft be (tied for, with 
humility and fervour, in petitions 
like thefe— " Give me wifdoiA that 
" fitteth by thy throne, and rejeft 
"me notr from among thy children 
" — For though a man be never fo 
" perfeft among the children of 
" men, yet if thy wifdom be not with 
"him, hefhall be nothing regarded 
11 — O fend her out of thy holy hea- 
" vens, and from the throne of thy 
" glory, that being prefent fhe may 
" labour with me, that I may know 
" what is pleafing unto thee. For 
" fhe knoweth and underftandeth all 
" things, and fhe fhali lead me fo- 
4< berly in my doings, and preferve 
" me by her power — For what mail 
" is he that can know the counfei o£ 

" Godj 



% 
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" God ; or who can think what the 
" will of the Lord is, except thou give 
" wifdom, and fend thy Holy Spirit 
" from above*?" Such gracious pro- 
mifes are made, and are ready to be 
fulfilled to the retired Chriftian. Let 
but the pollutions and diftra&ions of 
the world be removed, and the wif- 
dom which " is firft pure," and then 
"peaceable," will enter in. To re- 
ceive the Jaw, Mofes was called away 
from the congregation to the top of 
the mount. Ezekiel beheld the vi- 
fions of God, while a folitary captive 
upon the banks of Chebar. Daniel 
was informed concerning the reftora- 
tion of Jerufalem, and the advent of 
Meffiah, on the evening of a day de- 
dicated to retirement, for the pur- 

• Wifd. ix. 4. 

2 pofes 
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pofes of falling and prayer* St. 
John was an exile in the defolate 
Patmos, when the glorious fcenes 
defcribed in the book of Revelation 
were made to pafs before him, and 
he was enabled to extend his view, 
through all the different revolutions 
of empires, and periods of the church, 
to the end of time. And although 
we no more look for vifions and re- 
velations from heaven, yet from 
thence we expeft, according to the 
moil fare promife of our Matter, the 
gift of the Spirit, to blefs and profper 
us in our fludies, to open to us the 
fcriptures, and our underftandings, 
that we may underftand them. The 
fame Spirit that gave the word, giv- 
eth likewife the interpretation thereof. 
And the latter, as well as the former, 

a is 
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is bed received in folitude, which ap- 
pears to be thus admirably calculated 
for the attainment of wifdom, as it 
requireth fludy and attention, a difc 
paffionate and unprejudiced mind, 
and that illumination which is from 
on high. 

Sin, in the language of fcripture, 
is ftyled folly % to intimate to us, that 
true wifdom and holintfs are infepara- 
ble companions. That, therefore, 
Avhichxonduceth to the acquifition 
of one, .can never bear an untavbur 
jable afp^6l towards the other, an 
folitude will be found the beft nurf 
of fanBity, more particularly as 
confifteth iu the exercife of morti 
cation. 

This is a work which no man c 
fet about, till he knoweth what tli 

faili 
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failings are, to which he is fubje6h 
And fuch is the power of felf-love, 
that the perfon concerned is genei- 
rally the laft who comes to a know- 
lege of this moft important point. 
If neither the fidelity of his friends 
nor the malice of his enemies let him 
into the fecret, there is only a third 
way in which it is poffible for him 
to become matter of it, which is felf- 
examination, conftantly, fincerely, 
and thoroughly pra&ifed. And this 
requireth dated feafons of retirement; 
for want of which, we fee thofe, who 
are engaged in a circle of bufiuefs, 
or pleafures, living entire Grangers 
to themfelves and their own infirmi- 
ties, though intimately acquainted 
with the follies and foibles of all 
around them. " In the night," the 

it 2 pfalmift 
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pfalmift tells us, lie communed with 
his own heart, and " his fpirit made 
" diligent fearch*." Then filence 
and folitude afforded him an oppor- 
tunity of fcrutinizing the tempers of 
his foul, of difcovering the mala- 
dies to which he was inclined, and 
of applying the proper remedies to 
each. 

That medicines may be admini- 
ftered with fuccefs, it is neceffary t< 
cut off the provifions, which nourif 
and increafe the djforder, T! 
world, in the cafe before us, is ft 
of fuch provifions; and therefore t 
patient mull withdraw, for a wh' 
from the influence of it's temptatic 
" Where no wood is, the fire gc 
" outf," Remove the objce>, 

* Pi". Isxvii. 6, J Prov, xx\i. 2( 
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the paffion will by degrees die away. 
In folitude, the pleafures and glories 
of the world no longer ftrike upoii 
the fenfes, and folicit the affe&ions. 
The foul, therefore, in this fituation, 
like one efcaped out a battle to a 
place of fecurity, hath leifure to re- 
flet upon her condition, and to pro- 
vide for her future fafety. By look- 
ing into herfelf, flie perceiveth how 
much fhe ftandeth in need of mercy 
and grace ; and then (he is naturally 
led to look up to heaven, as the onjy 
.place from whence they are to be ob- 
tained. The former of thefe prof- 
pe&s filleth her with compun&ion, 
and caufeth her to mourn for her 
fins, with tliat godly forrow which 
.woilteth a repentance never to be re7 
EPtytpd of j . the latter encoujrageth 

h 3 her 
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her to pour forth herfelf in contihual 
prayer to tlv- God of her falvation, 
until he have mercy upon her. Sf . 

• 

Peter, when reminded of his offence 
by the crowing of the cock, and the 
aflte&ionate look of an abjured Maf- 
ter, went out from the high priefts 
ball where he was, apd in folitude, 
\v\%\\ ftrong prying and tears, niade 
fupplication for pardon and peace. 
In retirement it is, that we find our 
felves bed able to pra&ife all the hoi' 
arts of abftinence and felf-denial, - 1 
needful for the perfecting repen 
ance by mortifying thp whole boi 
of fin. 

When men cannot be indqced ' 
luntarily to take this courfe, they 
often forced into it by Provide 
vifiting them with fqmc heavy c. 

V 
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mity, which by a Ctroke, like the 
amputation of a limb, fevere but fa* 
lutary, feparating them at once from 
the world, lhall oblige them to con* 
verfe firft with themfelves, and then 
with God. Thus was Babylon's 
haughty monarch driven, in an ex- 
traordinary manner, from fociety, to 
learn humility in the fields and 
woods, until he acknowledged the 
power and the righteoufnefs of the 
King of heaven. And thus the ido- 
latrous and fqperlatively wicked 
Manaffeh became a fincere and 
hearty penitent in the folitude of a 
Chaldean prifon. Nor can we but 
admire, upon this occafion, the wife 
jdoqi and goodnefs of God in fending 
ljckneis, as a preparative for death. 
<§icknefs takes a man, as it were, out 
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of this fcene of things, to fit him fp* 
another It draws the curtain be- 
tween him and the world, fhutting 
out all it's cares, and all it's pleafures, 
It puts a\yay his idle and.noify ac- 
quaintance far from him; and having 
thus fecured his attention to the one 
thing needful,' gives him uleas of the 
nature of fin, and the importance of 
death, the vanities of time, and the 
glories of eternity, to which he was 
before an utter ftranger. Now appea 
to him, in their proper colours an* 
natural deformity, the diabolical m 
ture of pride and envy, the brutalif 
of intemperance, the folly and to 
xnent of lafcivioufnefs, the wretche 
uefs of avarice, and the ftupidity 
(loth. Now he hath no longer i 
unlawful defires, and grieves that 
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ever had fuch. Now he is what he 
always ought to have been, and what 
retirement, at proper feafons, iliould 
and would have made him. 

In morality, as in hufbandry, the 
preparation of the foil is a great ftep 
towards the produttion of a plentiful 
barveft. If carnal defires are dead 
iu us, all things belonging to the 
Spirit, will live and grow in us. If 
the affe&ions are difengaged from 
things on earth, the difficulty of the 
work is over ; they will readily and 
eagerly lay hold on things above, 
when propofed to them. If the 
foare of concupifcence be broken, 
and the foul be delivered out of it, 
fhe will prefejitly fly away, on the 
wings of faith and charity, towards 
heaven. They who have duly prao- 

tifed 
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tiled mortification in tiie fchool of 
retirement, will, at their appearance 
in the world, aftbrd it the brighteft 
examples of every thing that is 
" honeli, juft, pure, lovely, and of 
" good report.'" 

We may, therefore, conclude, that 
lie who defires to undertake the office 
of guiding others in the wajs of wif 
dom and holintfs, will bed qualify 
hitnfelf for that purpofe by fir ft paf- 
fing fome time in a (late of fe- 
queftration from the world ; where 
anxious cares and delufive pleafures 
may not break in upon him, to dif- 
fipate his attention; where no fcep- 
ticai or le&arian fpirit may blind his 
underftanding, and nothing may ob- 
ftru6t the illumination from above; 
where every vicious inclination may 

be 
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be mortified through grace, by a 
prudent application of the proper 
means ; and every frefh bud of vir- 
tue, flieltered from noxious blafts, 
may be gradually reared up into 
ftrength, beauty, and fragrance; 
where, in a word, " he may grow 
14 and wax ftrong in fpirit, until the 
''day of his fhewing unto Ifrael." 



SEC- 
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SECTION IV. 

Confiderationti on the Prophecies re* 
lathe to St. John in the Old Tefta- 
ment. 

BEFORE we proceed to view the 
Baptid in the exercife of his 
miniftry, it will be proper to look 
back to the predi&ions in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Teftament, concern* 
ing his office and chara&er* We 
fliali begin with that remarkable one f 
" Behold, I will fend you Elijah the 
" prophet, before the coming of th$ 
" great and dreadful day of the 
€l Lord. And he fliall turn the heart 
" of the fathers to the children, and 

"the 
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u the heart of the children to their 
11 fathers, left I come and finite the 
"earth with a curfe*." 

* 

As there was amongft the Jews a 
general expectation of Meffiah's ap- 
pearance, at the time when he did 
appear, fo an opinion likewife pre* 
vailed, that the world fliould be firft 
prepared for his reception, in fome 
extraordinary manner. But wrong 
ideas of his appearance and kingdom 
introduced miftakes with regard to 
the perfon who fhould precede and 
proclaim him* According to the 
notions then current, occafioned by 
applying to his firft advent the pro- 
phecies which belonged to his fe- 
cond, Meffiah was to come in power 
and majefty, to confer on the fons of 

> 

• Mai. iv. 5, 6. 

i Jacob 
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Jacob dominion over the Gentile? 
ami make Jcrufalem the metropoli 
of the world. Ami by mifundei 
Handing this prediction of Malachi 
they had imagined, that Elijah th 
Tilhbite fhould return from heaven 
as- his precurfor. For this reafon i 
was, that when the fat) bed rim fent 
meflTage to St. John, defiring i 
know, whether he were Elias? hear 
fwered, " I am not :" not the Elfc 
by them intended and expe&e 
But that St. John was the perf 
foretold by Malachi under the na 
of Elias, we have the declaration.* 
our Lord himfelf to his own difcip 
"Elias is indeed come*;-" an^ 
the Jews, li If ye will receive it, 
"is Elias which was for to c 

* Mark ix. 13. 
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"Hfl that hath ears to hear, let him 
"frearV By thefe expreflions it 
was evidently Chrilt's intention to 
put his hearers upon the fearch after 
fomething more than the words, in 
the bare letter of them, might feem 
to contain. He directed them to go 
deeper into things, to ttudy with at- 
teation the million of the Baptiit, his 
office and charader ; to compare to- 
gether perfons, times, and events; 
and fo to difcover, in what, fenfe 
John was Elias, and why Maiachi 
bad given him that appellation. But 
if they did this, and were once 
brought, in the perfon of John, to, 
acknowledge Elias who was to pre- 
cede the Mefliah, they mult neceila- 
lily, in the perfon of Jefus, acknow- 
ledge tbe Mefliah whom Elias was to 

• Matt. xi. 14. 

1 2 precede. 
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precede. And therefore, as they were 
obftinately refolved not to own the 
Mafter, Chrift knew they would not 
recognize the fervant, or receive thia 
faying concerning him. Thus when 
the chief priefts and elders interro- 
gated our Lord in the temple, "By 
41 what authority doft thou thefe 
" things, or who gave thee this au- 
thority? I will alfo," faid he, 
" aik you one queftion, The baptifm 
" of John, was it from heaven, or of 
"men?" They perceived the di- 
lemma, and having confidered con- 
fequences, made the only fqfe an- 
fwer, u We cannot tell*;" an an- 
fwer which did honour to their pru- 
dence and their caution, but cer- 
tainly at the expence either of their 
wifdom, or their honefty. As fitting 

* Matt xxi. 23. 
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in the chair of Mofes, they ought to 
have known whence the baptifm of 
John .was; and if they did know, 
they ought not to have been fliy of 
declaring it. 

That St. John was the Elias pre- 
di&ed by Malachi, we have alfo the 
tcftunony of an angel*, at the an- 
ttBUtiation of his birth, who cites the 
*fiiy w,ord$ of the prophet; " He 
*' fl&H g9 before him in the fpirit and 
*'. po\vor of Eiias, to turn the hearts 
tf fOf thfi fathers to the children," &c. 
And if this be the cafe, it fqllows by 
waceflary inference, that by . " the 
M gucat e&d dreadful day of- the 
* ^*otd, " before the coming of which 
Elijah is promifed, Malachi intend 
primarily and immediately, tire day, 
not of the world's, but of Jerufalemk 

* Luke u 7. 

1 3 deftruc* 
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deftru&ion. For want of adverting 
to this, an opinion hath prevailed 
among Chriitian interpreters, that 
the whole prophecy relateth princi- 
pally to the day of judgment, and to 
the appearance of an Elias, who fliall 
then precede Chrift. Whether there 
will be fuch an Elias at that time, 

• 

and fo the fecond advent will fym- 
bolize with the fir ft in the circum- 
ftance of being previously proclaimed 
by a harbinger, like St John, fent 
for that purpofe, is a fpeculation 
with which we fhall not at prefent 
concern ourfelves, retting fatisfied 
with the application of the prophecy, 
upon infallible grounds, to the per- 
fon of the Baptift, the undoubted 
forerunner of our Lord, when he 
pame to vifit qs in great humility. 

God 
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God punifheth not finners, till he 
hath firft invited them to repentance. 
He giveth fair warning before he 
ftriketh; and a day of grace, in 
which mercy may be fought, and 
pardon found, always goeth before a 
day of vengeance and extermination. 
Elias was fent " before the coming of 
" the great and dreadful day of the 
" Lord ;" John called his country- 
men to turn from their fins, and be- 
lieve in their Meffiah, ere yet the 
defolations of Jerufalem exhibited to 
the wondering nations a fpecimen of 
that almighty power and inflexible 
juftice, which fhall one day My the 
world itfelf in ruins. 

The third chapter of Malachi con- 
taineth a mod evident and clear pre- 
diction of Meffiah 's advent, with that 

of 
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of his precurfor St. John, " Behold, 
" I will fend my meffenger, and He 
** fhall prepare the way before me; 
" and the Lord whom ye feek fliall 
i% fuddenly come to his temple, 
"even th'i meffenger of the cbvq- 
u nant whom ye delight in : behold 
" he fliall come, faith the Lord of 
" hofts." The prophet goes on to 
foretell the effe&s of Chrift's advent 
in the feledion of a peculiar people, 
and the purification of a new prieft- 
hood, to offer new and acceptable of- 
ferings.. " But who may abide the 
"day of his coming, and whoihail 
" (land when he appeareth ? For fee 
" is like a refiner's fire, and like fid- 
" ler's foap. And he fhall fit as a 
"'refiner and purifier of filver; and 
"he ihall purify the fons of- Levi, 

" and 
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"and purge them as gold and filvcr, 

"that they may offer unto the Lord 

41 an offering in righteoufn efs. Then 

"(hall the offering of Judah and 

"Jerufelem be pleafant unto the 

" Lord, as in the days of old, and 

"as in former years;" pleafant as 

in the days when their fathers offered 

in faith, and the defire of Meffiah's 

appearance was the ruling paflion of 

their fouls. The reft of the chapter 

is employed in reproving the rebel* 

lion, facrilege, and infidelity of the 

Jews ; and the fourth chapter opens 

with a defcription of the day fatal to 

Jerufelem — " Behold the day cometh 

" that fball burn as an oven, and all 

"the proud, yea and all that do 

" wickedly iliall be ftubble, and the 

" day that cometh (ball burn them 



<( 



up, 
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" up, faith the Lord of hofts, that it 
" ihall leave them neither roo$ i^or 
" branch." For the confolation of 
the faithful, God by his prophet 
again foretelleth Meffiah's advent, 
with'theincreafe, victory, and triumph 
of the church — " But unto you that 
" fear my name, fliall the sun <mt 
" righteousness arife, with healr 
" ing in his wings ; and ye fliail f*p 
"forth, and grow up as the firftliijgp 
"of bullocks: and ye fliall tFea4 
" down the wicked, for they &a# 
" be afhes under the foles of your 
" feet, in the day that I ihall d*> 
" this, faith the Lord of hofts." Ifc 
the mean time, " Remember ye the 
1 ' law of Mofes my fervant, which I 
" commanded unto him in Horeb 
" for all Ifrael, with the ftatutes and 

H judgments/' 
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* judgments. " And then, when the 
kw hath done it's office, and prophe- 
sied for the appointed time, " Be- 
f *hold I will fend you Elijah the 
""prophet;* not the perfonal Elijah, 
but, as the angel expoundeth it, one 
to preach and live after the model of 
liis example, in his " fpirit and 
" power." Thus, in the prophecy 
'of ^Ezekiel, where God foretelleth the 
Union of Ifrael and Judah in the 
days of Mefliuh, he faith, u They 
M fhall be my people, and I will be 
" their God, and David my fervant 
^' fhall be their prince for ever*." 
Not that Chrift was to be David rifen 
From the dead, or when he came, 
was to bear his name; but he was to 
be, in certain rcfpecls, like David, 

* Ezek. xxxvii.-23. 

conquering 
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for; as it was faid by the angel, 
" Many of the children of IfraeL 
" fliall he turn to the Lo*d their 
"God*;" left, all continuing obfti- 
nate in their unbelief, till the day 
when a rejefted Saviour (hould vifit 
an apoftate people, the curfe ihould 
be univerfal. 

Besides thefe notices aiForded usr 

4 

by Malachi, there is a prophecy on 
the fame fubje6i in the xL th chapter 
of Ifaiah, to which St. John referred 
the priefts and levites, when they 
prefled him, faying, 1 l Who art thou, 
" that we may give an anfwer to 
"them that fen t us? What fayeft 
" thou of thyfelf? He faid, I am the 
" voice of one crying in the wilder- 
" nefs, make ftraight the way of the 

* Luke i. l(f. 

Lord, 
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"Lord, as faid the prophet Efaias*." 
But let us take a view of the whole 
context, as far as it concerns our 
prefent purpofe. 

Is a i. xl. 1. Comfort ye, comfort 
ye my people, faith your God. 

The future manifeftation of ChriIVs 
kingdom is reprefented to the pro- 
phet in. fpirit, with the concomitant 
figns and circumftanccs of it. He 
hears the voice of God dire&ing his 
fervants to comfort his people, by 
proclaiming certain glad tidings 
which had been communicated to 
them. Thefe glad tidings were the 
tidings of the Gofpel. The perfons 
to whom they firft came where Zacha- 
rias, thebleffed Virgin, Simeon, and 

* John i. 23* 

K 2 Anna, 
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Anna, who compofed facred fongs 
upon the occafion, and fpake of 
Meffiah's advent " to all fuch as 
" looked for redemption in Jerufa- 
11 lem*." The fame tidings were af- 
terwards published by the Baptift, 
then by Chrift himfelf and his apof- 
ttes, and have been ever fmce preached 
by their fucceffors, whofe commiffion 
ftill runs — " Comfort ye, comfort ye 
11 my people." 

& Speak ye comfortably to Jerufa- 
letn, and cry unto her, that her 
warfare is aecomplijhedj that her 
iniquity is pardoned : forjhe hath 
received of the Lord's hand double 
for all herjins. 

Good news fhould be related with 
a fuitable afpeft and accent. The 

* Luke ii. 38. 

manner 
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manner ihould correfpond with the 
matter. " Speak ye comfortably," 
or, as it is in the Hebrew phrafeo- 
l°gy> " to the heart of Jeruialem;" 
let your words be as cordials, to re- 
vive and chear her in the mid ft of 
her forrows and fufFerings. The to- 
pics of confolation, to be infifted on, 
are three. Firft, i6 Her warfare," or 
4 i appointed fervice, is accomplifhed;" 
the days of her continuance under 
the yoke of bondage are expired; 
the fulnefs of time is come, for her 
paffing from that ftate into the glo- 
rious liberty of the fons of God ; ibf 
will now be relieved from duty, and 
<JhfmiflTed from the ftation on which 
Ihe hath fo long watched, in expec- 
tation of the promifed redemption ; 
&e will be "delivered uut of the 

k 3 " hands 
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u bands of her enemies, to ferve 
41 God without fear." Secondly, 
V Her iniquity is pardoned ;" the 
expiation is about to be made, which 
all her facrifices and luftrations pre- 
figured, which all her prophets fore- 
told ; the blefled perfon is born, in 
whom God is well pleafed, both 
granting and accepting repentance 
unto " faivation by the remiffion of 
" fins," that men may be " juftified 
" from ail things from which they 
" could not be juftified by the law 
" of Mofes," although men were 
juftified under that difpenfation, 
through faith in him that was then 
to come, according to the Gofpel 
preached before unto Abraham. 
Thirdly, " She hath received of the 
° Lords hand double for all her 

"finsi" 

a 



«« 
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fins;" fhe hath received greater 
benefits than fhe had deferved punish- 
ments ; mercy hath rejoiced again ft 
judgment; where fin abounded, grace 
hath fuperabounded. 

3* The voice of him that crieth in 
the wildernefsy prepare ye the 
way of the Loi% make Jiraight 
in the defart a high way for our 
God. 

Isaiah, while reciting the divine 
injundions to thofe whofe office it 
ihould be to " comfort Jeru&lem," 
feemeth to break off fuddenly, as one 
interrupted in his difcourfe by the 
found of a voice** And as if he 

had 

* " Far from being the Meffiah, or Elias, 
" or one of the old Prophets, I am nothing 

" but a voice; a found, that, as foon as it 

"ha* 
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had liftened, and perceived it to be 
tfte found of that voice which fo 
many prophets and kings had defired 
to hear, and had not h&rd it, name- 
ly, the voice proclaiming the a&ual 
incarnation of Meffiah, he breaks 
forth in tranfport, " The voice of 
" him that crieth in the wildernefs !" 

Hark ! a glad voice the lonely defart chears ; 
Prepare the way ! a God, a God appears* 

The voice which thus founded in the 
prophet's earc, fo long before it w«a& 
really heard upon the earth, was that 
of the Baptift, who, at the proper 
feafon, was lent, to difpofe the hearts 
and afie&ions of men for the recep* 
tion of their Saviour, when he fhould 
make his appearance. 

" has exprefled the thought of which it is the 
" fign, dies into air, and is known n* jnoie * 

X&fl BLOtf . 

5 v 4, Every 
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4, Every valley Jhall be exalted^ 
and every mountain and hill 
made law : and the crooked Jhall 
be made Jiraight, and the rough 
places plain. 

Thf.se are the words of the pro- 
phet himfelf, unfolding the counfels 
of God concerning the manner in 
which Meffiah's kingdom fhould be 
eftabli(bed in the world, and the al- 
terations which muft neceffarily take 
place, in order to that end. " Every 
" valley fhall be exalted ;" to the 
poor in fpirit, the lowly and contrite 
fouls, the Gofpel fhall be preached, 
and they fhall be exalted in faith 
and hope — " and every mountain 
" and hill made low ;" on the con- 
trary, pride of every kind, and in 

every 
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every fliape, exalting itfelf whether 
in judaical pharifaifm, or in gentile 
philofophy, againft the knowlege of 
God, fhall be made low, and fubdued 
to the obedience of Chrift : " and 
" the crooked ihall be madeftraight;" 
truth and re6fcitude lhall fucceed to 
error and depravity — ** and the 
" rough places plain ;" every thing, 
that ofFendeth fliall be removed,, 
and all difficulties and inequalities 
fmoothed, till unanimity and unifor- 
mity, prevail. Thus fliall the way be 
prepared fotf the King of Righteouf- 
nefs to yifit his people, to dwell in 
them, and to walk among them. 

• * • * 

5. And the glory of the Lordjhall 
be revealed^ and all Jlejhjhall fee 
it together ; for the mouth of the* 
Lord hathfpoken it. 

Imme- 
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Immediately -after the procla- 
mation and preparation made by thfe 
Baptift, the Divinity was revealed in 
human nature, God was manifefted 
in the flefti, feen and converfed with 
by all ranks and degrees of men, 
high and. low, rich and poor, Jews 
and Gentiles, Pharifees and Sadu- 
cees, publicans and finners. The 
accompliihment of this part of Ifaiah's 
prophecy is exaftly related by St 
John the Evangelift, in the follow- 
ing terms; "The word was made 
" flefh, and dwelt among us, and we 
cc beheld his glory, the glory as of 
" the only begotten of the Father, 
" full of grace and truth *." 

Thus we have feen under what cha- 

* John i. 14. 

i 

ra&er 
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rafter the Baptift is held forth to us in 
the predi&ions of the prpphets con- 
cerning him, as one who ihould go 
before Mefiiah in the fpirit and power 
of Elias, to proclaim and prepare the 
way for the advent of God incarnate. 
How perfe&ly, during the courfe of 
his miniftry, he filled up this charac- 
ter, will appear in the fubfequent feo 
tions. 



S£0 
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SECTION V.. 

Confiderations on the appearance, do& 
trine, and baptifm of St. John. 

THE days of St. John's retire- 
ment were now ended, and he 
wa3 to exchange the pleafures of 
contemplation for the far different 
fcenes of an a&ivelife; to- behold, 
with grief and indignation, the fins 
and follies of mankind, the fight of 
which muft "needs be more grating 
and affli&ing to his righteous foul, 
than a garment of camel's hair could 
be to- his body; to encounter the 
opposition of a world that would be 
fure to take arms againft him, from 

l the 
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the moment in which he ftood forth 
a preacher of repentance and refor- 
mation. But no good could be done 
to others hr foKttfde* rio converts 
could be made in the defarts ; and 
hi tnuft therefore quit even the mod 
refined and exalted of intelle&ual 
enjoyments, as every minifter of 
Ghrift iiiould be ready to do* wheu 
charity di6iates an attendance on 
the neceflities of his fellow-creatures* 
Yet 1st it be t>bferved, that St 
John was thirty years of age, when 
",the word of God came to him in 
^ the wildernefeV' and commifli- 
oned him to enter upon h& mini- 
ftry ; and the holy Jefus likewife wa» 
of the fame age, when inaugurated 
to his office, by the vifible defcent of 

* Luke iii. 2. 
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Spirit upon him at his baptifm; to 
intimate, perhaps, that neither the 
exigencies of mankind, nor a cop- 
fcioufnefs of abilities for the work, 
can be pleaded as a fufficient war* 
rant for a man to run before Iiq is 
lent, and take the facred office upon 
himfelf, without a regular and law* 
ful call. The initiations of God 
are not without a reafon, and he will 
not be ferved by the breach of his 
commandments. 

Th e place to which the Baptift 
firft repaired is fty led * the wildernefs 
" of Judea* " a country not like the 
vaft and uninhabited dtfarts in which 
he was educated, but one thinly peo- 
pled, a comparative wildernefs, cho- 
fen by him on account of it's border- 

* Matt. iii. 1, Luke iii. 3 

l 2 ing 
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ing on the river. Hither the inhi 
bitants of the neighbouring citi< 
and villages prefently flocked i 
great numbers, attra&ed by the ur 
common fan&ity of the newpreache 
*vho. thus came forth, on a fuddei 
from the defarts, like one from an< 
ther world, without any cOnneftioi 
in this, that no attachment migt 
take him off from the duties of h 
high calliug, or any way impede hii 
in the exercife of it ; fince a man 
worft foes have often beeu thofe < 
his own houfhold, arid the ties < 
fleih and blood have been known t 
prevail, where tyrants havethreatei 
ed and inflifited tortures, without e 
fe6h And as there is nothing i 
direftly oppofite to the profeffion < 
a prophet, nothing which fo foon ( 

1 
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fo effectually fullies his reputation t 
as a tendency to indulgence and fen* 
fiiality ; in him, who was " more 
"than a prophet*," we mud ex- 
pert to find a perfeft crucifixion of 
the flefli, with its affections and 
lulls. " What went ye out into the 
14 wildernefs to fee ? A man clothed 
"in foft raimentf?" No, the very 
reverfe ; a man, like his predeeeffor 
Elijah, coarfely attired ; " his rai- 
" ment of camel's hair, with a lea- 
" them girdle about his loins ;" and 
content with the plaineft food that 
nature could provide for him ; "his 
14 meat, locufts, and wild honey J;" 
a man, whofe perfon, habit, and 
jnanner of life, were themfelves a 

* Matt. xi. 9. f Ibid. xi. S. 
J Matt, iii.4. 

l3 fermon, 
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fermon, and the beft illuftration 
the do&rine he was about to teacl 
a proper perfon to prepare the w; 
for Chrift, and introduce the law 
the gofpel ; to fhew men what effe 
the oneought to have upon thei 
in order t6 difpofe them for the bit 
(ings of the other ; that mercy mig 
fave from the wrath which jufti< 
had denounced, and Jefus comfo 
thofe whom Mofes had caufed 
mourn. 

The a6lions of a prophet, whoa| 
pears, like the Baptift, with an e: 
traordinary miffion, though they a 
not to be imitated by us accordir 
to the letter, may yet convey a nn 
ral of general ufe. There is no obi 
gat ion upon us to be clothed wit 
earners hair, and to eat t locujis ar 
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tofild honey, nor are we commanded 
*o abftain wholly from wine, as St 
•• ohn did, according to the prediftiou 
°f th$ angel concerning him, deli- 
*^«red at the annuntiation of his 
fc>irth, '* He fhall drink neither wine 
. c * nor ftrong drink, and fhall be 

* « filled with the Holy Ghoft even 

* * from his mother's wqmb *. " But 
Vrtio doth not here perceive, evidently 
Vnarked out, the oppofition between 
lenfuality and the fpirit pf holinefi, 
jand the impoflibility of their dwell- 
ing together under the fame roof? 
" Into a malicious foul wifdom fhalj 
M not enter, nor dwell in a body 
€i that is fubjefl to fin. For the holy 
*' fpirit of difcipline will flee deceit^ 
*' and Remove from thoughts fhat aj? 

* Luke i. 15. 

*' without 
J 
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" without understanding, and w 
" not abide when unrighteoufne 
" cometh iri *." As, therefore, " i 
" man can fay that Jefus is tl 
" Lord, bqt by the Holy Ghoftf 
who.fpeaks in the fcriptures, wl 
enlightens our underftandings to ii 
terpret them, and who gives auth 
rity as well as ability to preach th 
great truth revealed in them, evei 
minifter of Chrift, who fucceeds tl 
Baptift in the blefled work of callin 
men to falvation, fhould mortify tl 
lufts of the flefh, that the graces < 
the Spirit may live and grow in Inn 
By a thorough mortification < 
the flefh, St. John had gained 
compleat vi&ory over the wojl< 
Which had nothing in it that 1: 

♦ Wifd. u 4. t I Cor. xii. 3. 

waqtec 
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wanted. And herein confifted that 
greatnefs of his charafter foretold by 
the angel j * • He ihall be great in 
" the fight of the Loixi *. " Earthly 
pageantry engages not the attention 
of the fpirits above, unlets it be to 
pity fucb as fet their hearts upon it 
They difcerned fomethingmore truly 
great in the perfon of the Baptifl, 
when he came forth from the defarts, 
than in that of a triumphant mo- 
narch, at the head of his victorious 
*roay. " Behold," faith our Lord, 
" they that wear foft clothing are 
" in kings' houfesf;" look for 
them among the attendants upon 
the princes of this world, and not 
among my fervants. They who thirft 
after temporal honours and advan-* 

* Luke i. 15-. + Matt. xi. 8, 

tages, 
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tages, muft go where fuch things ar 
to be had. And let them go an; 
where, rather than come into th 
church, with thefe difpofitions. Fd 
he who would perfuade others to dc 
fpife the world, while the love of i 
appears to direft and govern all hi 
own a&ions, can expeft no bette 
fuccefs than it may be fuppofed St 
Peter would have met with, had h< 
invited thofe, who flood with hin 
round the fire in the high prieft'; 
hall, into the fervice of that mailer 
whom they had juft before hearc 
him deny. " When thou art cotii 
" verted, ftrengthen thy brethren *:- 
attempt not to do it till then, lei 
thou not only fall into condemnatioi 
thyfelf, but lay a {tumbling block ii 

* Luke xxii. 32. 

till 
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the way of the weak, and caufe the 
name of God and his gofpel to be 
thus blafphemed through thy dou- 
ble-mindednefs, while thy life is at 
variance with thy dodrine. He who 
undertakes to reprove the world, mud 
be one whom the world cannot re- 
prove. All eyes will be upon him ; 
his adions, his words, his very ges- 
tures and looks will be obferved and 
canvafled by his fharp-fighted ene- 
mies. It will therefore behove one, 
fo expofed on all fides, to abftain 
from the leaft appearance of evil, to 
Hand at the utmoft diftance from 
temptation, and to prevent even the 
pofiibility of a fufpicion. The axe 
mud be laid to the root, and the paf- 
fions morti6ed, till the man become, 

in the emphatical language of fcrip- 

ture, 
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ture, " dead to fin*," as a corpfe h 
to tbe delights and concerns of life 
''The dead know not any thing, 
" neither have they any more a por- 
" tion in any thing that is done un* 

"derthefunf." 

Strange, therefore, as St John** 
appearance and manner of life mighi 
at firft feem, they were prefently ex- 
plained, when he began to preach i 
do&rine harih and diftafteful to fleil 
and blood, as the garment he worn 
and the food on which he fubfifted 
< c Repent ye;" that is, Be converted 
or changed, in heart and mind, ii 
principle and pra6tice, from error t< 
truth, from fin to righteoufnefs, firon 
the flefh to the Spirit, from the work 
to God ; "for the kingdom of bea 
+ Rom* vi. $, f Ecclef. ix. £, 6. 



" vei 
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u yen is at hand* ;" a new and hea* 
venly kingdom is about to be fet up 
amongft you, with new and heavenly 
laws, under a new and heavenly king, 

■ 

the prbmifed Meffiah ; and none but 
men of new and heavenly tempers 
and difpofitions can poffibly become 
the fubje&s of it. I am the perfon 
commifiioned to prepare you for 
your happy change, by calling you 
to repentance; and to my baptifm, 
which is " the baptifm of repentance, 
" for the remiffion of fins')*, " through 
faith in him " who cometh after me," 
to confer pardon and forgivenefs. 
I am the meffenger foretold by Mar 
lachi and Ifaiah, fent in this manner 
to prepare the way of him who is 
your King, your Lord, and your 

♦ Luke iii. 2. f Ibid. iii. 3. 

m God, 
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God, now ready to be revealed, as 
the Saviour of men. " Repent ye, 
" for the kingdom of heaven is at 
" hand." Thus did St. John lay the 
foundations of the evangelical edifice 
in mortification and felf~denial ; nor 
did his bleffed Mafter afterward pro- 
pofe the glories of a crown to any 
but thofe who ihould be ready to 
take up their crofs in the way to 
them. 

The appearance of fan&ity, put on 
by every impoftor, is a proof of the 
influence, whi6h it hath, when genu- 
ine and unaffe&ed, over the minds 
of men. The preacher will always 
be attended, who conforms to his 
own do&rine, and exemplifies it in 
his life, be that do&rine ever fo rigid. 
No fooner was it known, that John, 

the 



DeathtfSt.JohntheBaptift. 123 

the foil of Zacharias, was come forth 
from the defarts, and had begun to 
preach, but (c there went out unto 
" him Jerufalem, and all Judea, and 
" all the region round about Jordan, 
''and were baptized of him in Jor- 
** dan, confeffing their fins*." The 
difcourfes of the Baptift were fliarp 
and piercing as lancets* He applied 
them home to the human heart, 
fwollen with pride, and full of inir 
quity. And indeed, much anxiety 
.and wretcbednefs might he relieved, 
much defpair and fuicide might be 
prevented among us of this land, if 
the members of our church would 
but follow her dire&ion, and as often 
as their minds were oppreffed, and 
they could not quiet their own con* 

* Matt, iii.5, 6. 

m 2 fciences, 
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fciencea, go " to fome difcrect ai 
4< learned minifter of God's wor 
* ( and open their grief, that th 
** might receive the benefit of abl 
" lution, together with gholUy oou 
" fel and advice." 

The wifitom and goodnefs of G 
Are feen in his manner of proportic 
ing his aids to the exigencies of 1 
people, and mi fmg up reformers, wh 
religion moft &eed$ their help, to i 
Vive the true fpirit of k among mc 
If we view the (late of things in J 
dea at two different periods, we ft 
ibon perceive how feafonably Elij 
was fent at one time, and John t 
Baptift, that fecond Elijah, at an 
ther. Each was an sera of difti 
guiihed corruption, but corrupt! 
of a different ipecies* During t 

form 
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former, idolatry was the fafhionable 
error, which had found it's way into 
the court, and overfpread the face of 
the church. The chara&eriftics of 
the latter were, on the one hand, a 
pharifaical hypocrify, a boaft of mo- 
ral rectitude, which exifted only in 
theory, and a vain confidence in a 
law which nobody obferved ; on the 
other, a Sadducean infidelity, op- 
pofed to the national faith and hope, 
denying a refurre&ion, and future 
ftate of retribution. Elijah reclaim- 
ed the people from the worihip of 
Baal to that of the true God ; John 
called his hearers from unbelief, 
bypocrify, and vice, to faith and ho- 
lincfs. 

An ambaflador of heaven, feut to 
preach truth to thofe who are capti- 

m 9 vated 
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vated by error, and righteoufndi td 
thofe who are enamoured of tin, will 
never proceed far in the difcharge of 
bis trufi, unlefe he be endued with 
a fervent zeal for the eaufe and thef 
honour of him that fent him. Every 
holy perfon is not bleffed with a fpi- 
rit, any more than he is inveftecj with 
a commiffion, to appear in a public 
capacity, to reprove rulers and kings; 
to look an angry world in the face, 
and overcome all the oppofition it 
can raife againft him. Zeal, without 
holinefs to fupport it, like a metecny 
will blaze and expire. Zeal, without 
knowlege to limit and dired it, will 
wafte and deftroy, like the element 
from the effeft of which it takes it's 
pame, when that has burft it's bounds, 
pnd rules where it ought to be in 

fubje&ion. 
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fubje&ion. But when knowlege and 
holineflFare firft obtained, it is zeal 
which mud quicken and diffufe 
them, as the fun doth light and 
beat, for the benefit of the univerfe. 
" Then flood up Elias the prophet 
"as fire," faith the fon of Siracb, 
" and his word burnt like a lamp*." 
And our Lord, fpeaking of the Bap- 
tift, gives this account of him, 
"He was a burning and a fhining 
* lightf." His zeal was tempered 
with knowlege, for k gave Light ; 
and his knowlege was actuated by 
zeal, for it was Binning as well as 
Shining. His fermons came warm 
from the heart of the fpeaker, and 
therefore found their way to that of 
the hearer, which was inflamed by 

* Ecclef. xlviii. 1, f Mm v. 35. 

them 
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them with the love, as his unders- 
tanding was enlightened with the 
knowlege of heavenly things. 

Let us view and compare toge- 
ther the zeal of Elijah, exerted before 
idolatrous Ifrael aflembled at mount 
Carmel, and that difplayed by St. 
John, when he faw the Pharifees and 
Sadducees come to his baptifm* , 

For the (ins of the "people, and 
tbie iniquities of the prince, in the 
days of Elijah* heaven was clofed 
over their heads, the bleffings of 
rain and dew were withheld, till the 
divine author of them ihould be 
again .acknowleged, and famine 
iiaiked through the land, preaching 
j repentance as ihe went. Ifrael felt 
fhe wound, but owned not the hand 

f Seie 1 Kings *vii, & xviii. 

that 
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that infli&ed it The Almighty had 
conftituted the Prophet his vicege- 
rent, and enjoined the elements to 
fecond him in the work of reforma- 
tion. Ahab and his fubje&s, inftead 
of confulting Elijah about the remo- 
val of their calamities, regarded him 
as the occafion of them, and the fole 
u troubler of Ifrael. " At the com- 
mand of God, he prefents himfelf be- 
fore the king, and tells him plainly, 
4i Thou art the man." Ifrael is con- 
wened at mount Carmel, and re- 
proved. " Why halt ye between 
S€ two opinions ? If Jehovah be God, 
" follow him. But if Baal, then fol- 
" low him." The falfe prophets ap» 
pear on the fide of Baal and his kin- 
dred idols, to the number of nine 
hundred and fifty: on the fide of 

the 
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the true God, Elijah {lands tingle* 
The trial is made, and the grand 
queliion determined by a vifible to- 
ken of the divine prefeoce* The na- 
tion returns to it's duty, idolatry is 
punched in it's votaries, the heaven 
gives rain, and the earth brings forth 
her increafe. 

On the banks of Jordan we .be- 
hold, in the perfon of St. John*j 
another Elijah, reproving the people 
of Ifrael, again departed from the 
Lord their God, while fome, as 
the Pharifees, were hypocrites, and 
others, as the Sadducees, were unbe<» 
lievers. Equally a ftranger to feat 
and partiality, and endued with a 
prophetical power of difcerning that 
Terpentine fubtlety and malignity 

♦ See Matt. iii. 7, &c. 

which 
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which lurked under a fpecious out- 
fide, he rebukes them /harply, if by 
any means he might convince them 
of fin, and lead them to true repent- 
ance. '* O generation of vipers, 
" who hath warned you to flee from 
u the wrath to come ?" You, who 
feem to have taken poffeflion of the 
inheritance, as if Meffiah would ne- 
ver appear to claim it; you, who 
truft in yourfelves that you are righ- 
teous, and defpife others ; come you 
to me, to be baptized with publicans 
and finners ? What can be the reafon 
of all this ? What can be your mo- 
tive ? The bufinefs in hand is not 
one to be trifled with. Hypocrify 
has no place here ; nor will the ex- 
ternal ihew, without the internal 
work, in this cafe, avail to any thing, 

but 
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but condemnation.. " Bring forth, 
u therefore fruits meet for repent- 
" ance:" be not barren, but " bring 
"forth;" bring forth not leaves 
only, or fair profeffions, promifes, 
and defigns, but ■ •• fruits," or good 
deeds ; and fuch as may be " worthy'* 
of the tree on which they grow; 
fuch as may advance to maturity, 
and ripen into holinefs. " And 
11 think not to fay within yourfelves> 
" We have Abraham to our father:'* 
many will hereafter fay that, to little- 
purpofe. A defcent from the loin* 
of Abraham will profit none, but 
thofe who are like Abraham. His 
true children are reckoned by faith, 
not confanguinity. Imagine not 
that the favour of heaven is heredi- 
tary and indefeafible in the line of 

Abraham 
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Abraham according to the flefh, or 
that the divine promifea mull fail, if 
jiot made good to you ; " for I fay 
" unto you, that God is able of 
" thefe itones to raife up children 
€i unto Abraham ;" by the power of 
his grace he can make converts of 
nations at prefent utterly barren, un- 
fruitful, obdurate, who fhall inherit 
the bleffing which you rejeft. Nor 
let the confideration, that Mefliah 
has £b long delayed his coming, in- 
duce you to be carelefs and negli- 
gent : " foi now is the axe laid to 
u the root of the tree:" believe mcr 
he . is at hand ; your trial will fooa 
l?e over, and your fate determined ; 
the decifive and irremediable ftroke 
will be ftruck, if not prevented by 
x timely repentance* a Speedy and 

n real 
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real change of heart and manners , 
" every tree which bringeth . 110J 
" forth good fruit fhall be cut down 
" and caft into the fire." Hitherto 
God hath born with your errors and 
iniquities, but he will do fo no lon- 
ger. The law hath been given, and 
the prophets have been fent; but 
they are not regarded j and therefore 
he is coming, after whom no other 
meffenger is to be expe&ed from 
above. He will be the Saviour of 
all, who, from a fenfe of their fins, 
fhall be ready to embrace him as 
fiich. I am not that perfon, but the 
lead and lowed of his fervants, fent 
before to give notice of his approach, 
and prepare you to receive him. " I 
V indeed baptize, you with water 
i> unto repentance;" but it is he 

who 



Death of St. John theBapti/l. 135 

who inuft grant remiflion of fins re- 
pented of; " he that cometh after 
" me is mightier than I, whole fhoes 
" I am not worthy to bear ;" he 
farings with him almighty power 
from on high, to pardon fins, and 
confer grace; " he fhall baptize you 
"with the Holy Ghoft and with 
" fire," to fan&ify your natures, to 
purify, enlighten, and inflame your 
hearts with the defire and love of 
cdeft ial obje&s. At his appearance, 
he will try and make manifeft the 
tempers and difpofitions of men. 
Deceit and hypocrify /hall not (land 
before him. " His fan is in his 
$t hand, and he will thoroughly purge 
11 his floor," lifting and winnowing 
that which is good from that which 
feems to be fo ; " and he will gather 

k2 "his 



/ 
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"his wheat into his garner," tran- 
Hate to heaven all thai is pure, fub«- 
ftantial, and fruitful; but he. .will 
" burn up the chaff," whatfoever h 
fallacious, light, empty, and barren, 
" with unquenchable fire,' in helL 

Soch a difcourfe from fuch a per- 
fon occafioned great fearchtags in the 
hearts of the people. They found 
all the vain opinions a,nd prefump- 
tions, on which they had been ac- 
cuftomed to rely, fuddenly. tfcjura 
from them, and nothing left, but to 
put themfelves forthwith under, the 
dire&ion of fo holy and heavenly 
a preacher. With fear and trembling 
they applied to him, as the affrighted 
gaoler afterwards did to Paul and 
Silas* faying, " What fliall we do 

then*?" 
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''then*?" And when a penitent 
^rill aft advice of his fpiritual guide, 
with a determined refolution to fol- 
low it, ht i$ not far from the king- 
dom of God. He is fentible of his 
difeafe ; and that, in the maladies of 
the mind, is half the pure. St 
John, in his anfwer, enjoins not le- 
gal, but evangelical facrifices, ex- 
horting hu converts to fhew the fince- 
rity of their conyerfion by loving their 
neighbours and relieving their nece£» 
fities, as God had loved and relieved 
them. " He that hath two coats, 
'' let him impart tp hirp that hath 
t* none; and he that bath meat let 
H him do likewife, '• Thefip works of 
feeding and clothing the poor, fy* 
f }ud jng all other ads of mercy uty* 

f |^uke iii. 10, &c, 

v 3 dw 
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der them, are mentioned, as facing 
the mod neceffary and indifpen&bfe; 
• c and he," fays a- pious writer upon 
this paffage, " #ho is not moved 
" with his blather's mifery t defcrvos 
fg to find God unmoved with, his 
"own." 

Among others that came to be 
baptized, were' fome Publicans, or 
tax-gatherers ; a fet of men, whofe 
employment rendered them odious, 
as it often tempted them to court 
the favour of ihdfe who employed 
them, or to gratify their own avarice, 
by fleecing the people. Thefe alfo 
were importunate with St. John, fay- 
ing, " And what 4tiall.we.do ? And 
" he feid utito them, Exa& no more 
" than that which is appointed you," 
The reflexions of the writer above- 
cited, 
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va'ted, :Upen this cafe of the publicans, 
aqd.the. following one of the Jbldkrs, 
.are fo extremely fenfible, judicious, 
< and pertinent, that the reader will 
have an obligation to me, for pre- 
fenting him with them, nearly as I 
.find. them. A wife preacher, like 
St John, fhould diftinguifh the abufes 
of any (late or condition of life from 
the condition itfelf ; he fliould be fo 
far from jdifturbing either the peace 
of private conferences, or the public 
repofe, by- condemning rieceffary em- 
ployments, that he ought carefully 
to promote both, by contenting him- 
f$lf Urith only retrenching the difor- 
ders and injuftice of thofe who exer- 
cife then). To be e*a& in not per- 
mitting any abufes in employments 
of this nature, is to fejrve the ftate : 

and 
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and thofe loofe cafuifts, who alloy 
and authorize them, are pernicious 
to governments, by rendering thefe 
employments odious* to the people, 
by favouring their murmuring*, by 
encouraging afts of injuftice, an4 
thereby giviqg occafion to rebellion 
and revolt. 

" And the (bldiers demanded of 

.'.' him, faying, And what (hall we 

l< do ? And he faid unto them, Dp 

" viqlpnce to no man, neither accufe 

" any falfely, and be content witty 

"your wages." St. John here, in 

the laft place, regulates the duties of 

military perfons, and (hews, that nq 

condition is excluded from falvation, 

i he Imlineft of war is not in itfelf at 

1 \r pfite thereto ; fince there have 

ctp po£ only ChrUHan Jbldiers, but 



f\M>n 
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even great faints, and generous mar* 
tyrs, of that profefiion. If all war 
was contrary to the Gofpel, St. John 
would not have allowed thofe, who 
presented themielves before him, to 
continue in that ftate. However, it 
i* certainly full of obftacles to falva- 
lion, which arfc with difficulty fur- 
mounted. A ftate, which is gene- 
rally embraced either out of paffion, 
9r libertinifm, or through a blind 
deftinatiori of birth, the exercifes 
whereof aire fo violent and tumultu- 
ous* agrees but little with the exer- 
cifesof chriftianity, or the fpirit of 
the Gofpel, which ia all peace; cha- 
rity, and meeknefs. It is notwith- 
standing juft and neceffary, that 
thste fliould be men to defend the 
ftate ; but it is ftill mdre juft and ne- 
ceflary, 
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ceflary, that this fliould not be done 
at the expence of falvation. The 
grace of God can do every thing: 
this is what ought to comfort thofc 
who intend to ferve him, in ferviug 
their king and country*." 

On t cannot but obferve the gene- 
ral agreement and harmony which 
feem to have prevailed, at this time, 
among men, otherwife of tempers 
and difpofitions very different from, 
and oppofite to each other. Jews 
and Gentiles, Pharifees and Publi- 
cans, Sadduceesand Soldiers, all con^ 
fefs their (ins, and participate of the 
fame baptifm ; all (truck with appre- 
fhenfions of fome impending evil, all 
flying. from the wrath to come ; iiQr- 
getting their mutual hoftilitips amt 

• Qutfhcl. 

anti- 
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antipathies, and, like the creatures 
in the days of Noah, taking refuge 



together in the auk. As if the pro- 
phecy of Ifaiah had now begun to 
receive it's accomplifhment, the pub- 
licans, who, before the preaching 
of John, were ravenous as evening 
<c wolves," became innocent as the 
"lamb." The foldiers, who had 
been fonnerly fierce and cruel as the 
"lion," became tame and tractable 
as the " ox," and fubmitted theii 4 
'necks to the yoke of the Gofpel. 
Such of the Pharifees likewife, who, 
before their baptifm, had been vene* 
moqsasthe "afp,"or "cockatrice," 
did, by the worthy receiving of this 
baptifm, and the grace which God 
gave them, become mild and gent.e 

at 



144 Conjidcrations en the Life and. 

as the " fucking Infant," or "weanc 
" child*" 

The concord thus produced i 
Judea by the fermons of St. Johi 
and the tranquillity which the who 
earth then enjoyed, fitting quiet, ; 
it were in expectation of lier Lon 
betokened the manifeftation of tl 
prince of peace. " Then come* 
" Jefus from Galilee to Jordan t 
" John, to he baptised of him f 
Afte* thirty years paft in retiremei 
at Nazareth, the bieffed Jefus w. 
now to break forth, like the fi 
from a cloud, or a fiream from tl 
bowels of the earth, to enlighU 
mankind by his doftrine, and refre; 

* See the Works of Dr. Thomas Jackfo] 
ii\ 522. 

f Matt. iii. 13, &c. 

thei 



Deatfi'of£t. iTofin-iherBapti/l. 145 ' 

tliem-wilh the influences of his grace* 
The mighty concourfe of atl* ranks 
and degrees qf people attending St. 

■ 

John at the river Jordan/ rendered 
that the fitted place * where he might 4 
jSrfl fhew himfelf to the world. He 
who knew no fin, but was to take 
away the fin$ of all other iron, 1 pre- 
sented himfelf in the* crowd of fin- ' 
ners, as one of them, 'and folieited* 
"the baptifm of repentance,'* not 
that water might fan&ify him, bu£* 
that he might "fan&ify water to the • 
" myftical wafhtng away of fin." : 

Confounded at the thought of* 
the Mafter being baptized by the fer- 
vant, St. John at firft- "-forbad him/ 
u faying, I have need to be baptised ' 
" of thee, and comeft thou to me ? 
4i AacJ Jefus anfwering faid unto 

Q • " him, 
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"him, Suffer it to be fo now, for 

" thus it becometh i|S to fulfil all 

' ' . - • •• • » * * 

" righteoufneft. Then he fullered 
"irijii." Jefus Chrift, aa conde* 
{cending to (laud charged with qui 
fins, and, to that end, being " made; 
" under the law*/' was to fulfil the 
" righteoufnek" of the law, as i{ 
con fiiiecl in an obedience to ceremo* 
nial rites, as well as pioral precepts, 
In the character and capacity of ouj 
fubftitute.r he underwent circumci- 
fion, although he had no fin of hit 
own to he cut off; and received bap 
tifm, ijdthough l}e had no pollution 
of hj» own to he waflied away.. WJiai 
Clvriftian can flight the ordinance 
ot the church, when he fees the Re 



•~t 



f Gal, i'v. 4, 
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tJeemer, for ibis fake, fubmitting to 
" obferve tliem all ? 

No Iboner was Jefus baptised, but 
"he "came up.ftraightway" out of thet 
river, like another Joihua, leading hrs 
. people, throughthe waters of Jordan, 
to the land of promife. Amdarhe 
-*ra$ " praying," doubtlefs for fuc- 
- cefe in the great work he had under- 
•taken, " JLo, the heavens were 
■V opened, and theJSpirit of God/' 
etacompafled, we may prefume, With 
.A bhize of glory, " defcended in a 
; " bodily fliape like a dove," fpeak- 
•Jng better, things than that of Noah. 
In this form, emblematical of inno- 
cence and purity, it " lighted," fet- 
tled, and abode upon him, the Fa- 
ther thus confecrating him to his 
office, by " anointing him with the 
V o2 " Holy 
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Ci Holy CJhoft and with power V » 
the legal miniftens were anointed 
with oil. And that no doubt might 
remain, the appearance • was farthei 
explained by " a voice from hea- 
" veil,'* faying, " This is my beloved 
" Son, in whom I an> well pleafeeL" 
Such are. the bleffings which, in ef- 
fect, do always atteftd the divine fa- 
cram ei its, when duly adminiftered 3 
with prayer- For then the heavens 
- arc opened, and the Spirit is given, 
tar conform us to tne image, of a 
meek and holy Saviour, and, through 
him, to make us acceptable in tlie 



•fight of God. 



* A&s.x. 38» 
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\ SECTION VI. 

Conjiderations on the tpjiimony - born 
by St. John, at different times, to 
the Mejfiahjhip ofjefus. 

XTITHEN a fervant of God, through 
■* ^ the power of divine grace, 
hath- made fome proficiency in holi- 
fiefs, and feeth the world and the 
fleih ynder his feet, it is not uncom- 
mon for his* third enemy, the devil, 

• to let upon him, and prevail over 

• him, by puffing him up with a con* 
<:eit of 1ms own excellency, and fo 

• rendering his very attainipents an 
occ^pn of bis foiling. (The hurt 

, Which a man receives, in fuch a cafe, 

.■ * • 

o S is 
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fe proportionable to the height froi 
which he falls ; as hell was firft pre- 
pared for the tempter himfelf; be?- 
caufe he fell from heaven. 

It is not, therefore, the leaft con- 
fpicupus part, of St John's charac- 
ter, that a fan&ity fo extraordinary 
was not in him accompanied with 

''any degree of pride,' awofni Which 
-often cankers the faired- fruits that 
grow- ia the garden of -God. • He 

-heard his own praife echoed f?6'm 

•«very quarter, and " all men*'* (truck 
with admiration at what was about 

• to happen* " mufed in their hearts 
" concerning him, -. whether he was 
" the Ghriit V Nay, the Sanhe- 
drim, that tbey might be refolved in 
fo important a point, fent a formal 

« **Lttkeiii. IS. • . . .; 

depu- 



» I 
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**fcputation of <k priefts and Levites 
from Jerufalem, to enquire of him, 
**Who art thou*" As the Baptift 
^Vas, at that time, in high repute 
«*«nong his countrymen, and as fecu- 
lar defigns are ibmetimes covered 
>vitli fpiritual pretences, it is not im- 
polfible, but that they might hope 
to flatter him into an acknowledg- 
ment of his being • f fome great one, " 
and to frame oPhim a Meffiah adap- 

• ted to their purpofes. But John was 
.iieither ambitious of an honour which 
. did not belong to him, nor alhamed 
•of a Matter, who was about to ap- 
i pear in th? form of a fervant He 

took no glory to himfelf, but* remit* 
; ted it- all where'heknew it to be. due. 

* " He confeffed, and denied not, but 

, , * John L XQ f &c. 
4 ., "confeffed, 
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■ " confeffed, 1 am not the Chrift 
"And they afked hira, What then; 
" Art thou Elias," that is, Elijah tfi< 
Tiflibite, whom they expected fron 
heaven ! " And he faith, I am not.' 
* ° Art thou O wfoftjTtj?, the prophet,' 
meaning probably " Jeremias, or one 
' " of the prophets/ 5 whom, as it ap- 
pears by Matt, xvi. 14. the Jews 
looked for to arife from the dead 
" " And he anfwered, No." 

To all thefe enquiries, made by the 
priefb and Levites deputed' from the 
.Sanhedrim, St. John returned an- 
swers which were true, but concift 
' as poffible, that they might take no 
advantage of his words, being aware 
*^hat they grew envious of * his fame, 
jealous fbr^heir own authority, -atid 
fearful of a Meffiah, who would not 

aufwer 
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^tifwer their hopes, by gratifying 

*heir avarice and ambition. "Then 

€ /faid they to him, Who art thou, 

<c that we may give an anfwer to 

Cc them that fent us? What fayeft 

u thou of thyfelf ? He faid, I am the 

<c voice of one crying in the wilder- 

11 prfs, Make ftraight the way of the 

"Lord, as faid the prophet Efaias." 

This was informing them plainly 

enough, that the prophecies were 

loon to be accompUiJicd by the ma- 

nifeftation of Meifiah ; and that re- 

pentance, according to his dodirine, 

. and baptifm, was tjfe only preparation 
fit and 4ieceffary to be made, for the 
reception of their King. 

"They who Were lent were of the 

.. " Pharifees," and confequently could 
■* not reliih tidings which put an end 

to 
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to all their fchemes of temporal do- 
minion* and earthly grandeur, incul- 
cating, inllead of them, the duties 61 
mortification and feit-denial. This 
tora$ not thtit fyftem j and many, in 
every age fince* have been of tht 
fame opinion, not caring to receive 
Chrift, unlefe he came to them "with 
the world in his hand* Finding 
therefore, that John had no van it) 
to be worked upon, they had recourfi 
to other meafures, and began to diC 
pute his commilTion to baptize; 
•'" They aiked him, and faid untC 
"him, Why baptized thdu then, I 
" thou be not that Chrilt, nor EltaS; 
" neither that prophet ?" 

St. Johns reply (hews his own hu 
miiity, and, at the lame time, beatt 
teltimojiy to the dignity of Jeius 

"] 
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?* J indeed baptize you with water ;" 
ipy t^ptifm, like my preaching, i$ 
preparatory only, leading fa aqothef 
paptifm of the Spirit, which fliali 
clesmfe the foiils of penitents fronj 
fvery thing that defileth, through 
faith in Mcffiah. aqd hi§ heayeqly 
flo&rine. And this MefTial) is nof 
afar off, as you may imagine him tp 
^e; ?? there ffcuidetty one among 
" you, whom ye know not ;" he ap- 
pears ljke other njen, lowly, unaU- 
^eudcxl, undiftiuguiihed j he dotty 
pot, as yet, think proper to manifeft 
Jjis power and glory; but hereafter, 
you will find hip; tp be far Qthej: 
f tyan he feems. As to my felf, of whom 
fome ar$ pleafed to entertain an higty 
ppipion, I am nothing ; " This 13 
ff j^t Who, comji^; after me, is pre- , 



156 Confiderations on the Life and 

41 ferred before me," as much as th< 
greateft mailer is preferred before th< 
jneaneft of his fervants, who is deemec 
unworthy to perform the leaft offia 
about his perfon ; " the latchet o 
u whole flioes I am not worthy t< 
41 unloofe/* This testimony did St, 
John give to the Saviour of ~th< 
world, in the audience of the priefts, 
and Levites, and the people, " ai 
"JJethabara beyond Jordan, when 
" he was baptizing." Intent upor 
humbling hiipfelf, that his great Lore 
and Matter might be exalted, .he de 
clared himfelf a meflengeronly, fent 
to prepare his ways; and every thing 
ill him, and about him, fpoke the 
fame language. 

u The next day," an opportunity 
offered itfelf of poipting out the^per* 
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*°n of Jefus to the people; " John 
%c feeth Jefus coming unto him/* 
probably, to acknowledge him as his 
fiiend, relation, and precurfor; "and 
€< faith, Behold the Lamb of God, 
u which taketh away the fin of the 
" world :" Behold that bleffed per- 
fon prefigured in the law, and fore- 
told by the prophets ; one that is all 
meeknefs and innocence, patience 
and refignation, without offence in 
his mouth, without guile or malice 
in his heart, without fpot or blemifh \ 
in foul or body ; the Lamb, which 
Abraham told his fon Ifaac, that 
God would in time provide; the - 
Lamb, by the fprinkli ng of whofe 
blood, true Ifraelites are preferved 
from the cleftroyer ; the facrifice, on • 
which are laid- the iniquities of us ^11 ; \ 
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the Saviour, who, by expiating, tat 
eth away the fin of the world* am 
ponferreth righteoufnefs on then 
that will believe in him, and, accept 
it. ftom him; being conformed to hii 
example of meeknefs and lowlirrefe 
This, O all ye that behold hiin, 
" this is he of whom I faicL after, m< 
" cometh a man vjliich is preferred 
" before me, for he was," he exiftec^ 
" ages before: me;" even from the be- 
ginning ; he is fairer than the , eh ft 
drep of men, fall of grace and truth; 
pfl divjne glory, and celeftial beauty; 
Tq guard again ft any fufpicion ol 
f ollufion* between.two perfqna, who, 

**Soe the impoffibility of any fuch coilu- 
fion fully dcmonft rated by the Reverend Mr. 
]Bell, in his cxad and elaborate Enquiry into 
the Divine ftlilfiuns of John the Bap tilt and 

)cf\pChrift f 

I '' ai 
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"relations, might be fuppofed to a& 

in -concert, and favour each other's 

•pretenfions, St. John adds, " And I 

*•• knew him not, but he that fent 

*' me to baptize with water, the fame 

' 4i laid unto me, Upon whom thou (halt 

*' fee the Spirit defcending and re* 

'" Attaining on him, the fame is he 

^which baptizeth with the Holy 

" Ghoffc" 

Trom this paflage we learn, that 
the vifible defcent of the Spirit was 
the fign given to St. John, whereby 
he was to know the Mefiiah. Jefus 
was brought up at Nazareth; St* 
John was educated in the defarts; 
And it feems to have been fo ordered 
by Providence, t)iat no. interview had 
paffed between them, after they had 
arrived at years of maturity. When 

p 2 Jefus, 
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Jefus* therefore, came to be baptize^ 
St. J*hq hadlio know lege of his per- 
ion. . But, probably, on making the 
enquiries, ufual at bap ti fin, into his 
profeffion, name, and place of abode, 
and finding likewife, that he had no 
fins to confefs*, as all others had, 
he law reafon fqfficient to conclude, 
that this was the Chrift ; which inighl 
occafion his apology, u I have need 
" to be baptized of thee," &a And 
then, when Jefus came up out of the 
.water, the Spirit defcended, and , put 
the matter beyond all doubt " ] 
" faw, and bare record, that this is 
"the, Son of God." So little ao 

* See Annotations on St. John's Gofpel,* by 
the Rev. Mr. Merrick, Part. II. p. 50. jand 
the Works of Dr. Jackfon, by him referred 
to, Vol, II. p. 518. 

count 
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, ^ount did thefe two wonderful per- 
1 onages make of their relation ac- 
_' Wording to the flefli. From their 
•infancy they had not converfed to- 
gether ; and when they met, it was 
in public, that John might bear his 
teftimony ; foon after which, he was 
Jcaft itito prifon, and faw Jefus no 
• more. An higher, more important, 
and durable connexion, than any 
"formed by confanguinity, engaged 
•his attention, as it fhould do that of 
<*ll Chrift's difciples, according to 
'tfhofe deep and divine Ilrains of St. 
Tauh " The love of Chrift con- 
111 lirameth us, becaufe we thus judge, 
" thdt if one died for all, then were 
'" all dead ; and that he died for all, 
"that they which live fhotild not 
" henceforth live unto themfelves, 

p3 "but 
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" but unto him which died for them; 
" and rofe again. Wherefore hence- 
" forth know we no man after the 
" flefh, yea, though we have known 
" Chrift after the flefh, yet now 
" henceforth know we him no more. 
" Therefore if qny man be in Chrift, 
" he is a new creature : old things 
" are pad away ; , behold, all things 
" are become new V* 

The Baptift, having now Jived to 
fee the Lord's Chrift, and fliew Hip 

• 

to the world, was ready, likje # oId' 
Simeon, to depart in peace,' arid, tq 
make over his difciplts to a better 
Matter, who would never leave. them, 
nor forfake them. " Again, the 
"next day after, John ftood,. and 
" two of his difciples ; and leqking 

* 2 Cor. v. 14. 

c< upon 
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* upon Jefus as he walked, he faith, 
c Behold the Lamb of God. " Happy 
*be Chriltian minifter, who, like St 
John, lives only to. point out the Sa- 
.Viour to his people. And happy the 
people, . who like the two difciples, 
thereupon follow Jetus* enquire where 
he dwelled], enter in, and abide with 
hini. : . 

*. To one of St. John's difpofition it 

con Id not but be matter of concern 

to .find envy and jealoufy ftirring in 

the breads of his difciples, on ac- 

. copnt of the.increafing fame of Jefus, 

: as being likely to eclipfe that of their 

.niafter. f For on occafion of a.difpute 

whjch had happened about purifica- 

.tipfi by baptifm (difputes being fet- 

dom. managed fo as, not to. produce 

Ul-\vill) "they came unto John, and 

"laid 
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"faid unto him, Rabbi, he that was 
" with thee beyond Jordan, to whom 
<c thou beared witnefs, behold, the 
" fame baptizeth, and all men cohh 
" unto him* ;" intimating, that Job* 

• 

was in danger of lofing both his ere 
dit and his dilciples, by means of one, 
whom they took for a difciple, lib 
themfelves, as he had been baptiaec 
by the lame matter. So ready an 
men, at every turn, to form partis 
in religion, and to fet up their re£pee 
tive teachers in oppolitiou to eaci 
otlier ; * the confequences of whicl 
are, that the hearers wafie that tinn 
in wrangling about a duty, wine! 
fliould be fpent in pra&ifing it ; an* 
•the teachers, if *they have not gjooi 
hearts and fteady heads, pre tad 
. * John iii. zG, &c. '•'" 

• 

tl iem 
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. tfafrfelves, iaftpad of preaching Jefus 
.Chrift. " All men come to him !" 
Xfreat hath c been the power of this 

,aigument to kindle the flames oi 
emulation and diffention in the 
chpfth; and. the. difciples of John 

. did^ not doul/t bat that the confide- 
nt top. would excite in him thofe paf- 

. lions* which they felt working within 
tfcepfelves. 

% JJijt h$ was not framed of mate- 
rials ' liable to take fire from fuch a 
fptorlfi. On the contrary, a perufal of 
thedjfcourfe which this addrefe pro- 
cured from him,, is enough at any 

,.ti.me to extinguish it, where it may 

'. have fallen. He. made ufe of the 
incident, to bear his laft and rtioft 
noble teftimony to the power and 

. flfeajefty of his Lord. So far was he 

from 
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from iieing offended, or chagrin 
becaufe all men reforted to £ej 
that be triumphed in it, as his gl 
and his joy, as the very end for *vrb 
he was fent into the 'world, to pre 
and to baptize. As if be had fak 
Why are ye jealous, and why 
envious thoughts arife in your heai 
Look not to me, or to any thing t 
is in me, but to God, who made 
what Tarn, placed me in the ftati 
and called me to the office deiig 
for me; "a man cah receive, * 
take to himfelf, " nothing, excep 
***be given him from above.", ^ 
ye know the chara&er in wtiicl 
have ever aifted; ' 4I Ye youirfel 
'*' bear me witnefs, that I faid£ I 
" not the Chrift, but that I am i 
" before him," as his mefiengef i 

minift 



UkathofSt.JohntheBaptiJi: 167 

nriaifter, not to aflemble difdplcs in 
nune^own name,, but to. prepare men. 
for him, and direft men to him. If 
therefore ye fetfomueh by my autho- 
rity, why do ye n©t credit my tefti* 
raOny ?. To Meffiah, not to me, the 
church is to be gathered and unified; 
and "he that hath the bride is the 
" brk}egroom : but the friend of the 
" bridegroom," who hath been bo*- 
notiEfd. with, a Autre in bringing. 
about fo happy an event, and who, 
when it is brought about,, "ftandeth . 
" anil'heareth him'' converfing with 
hisfpQufe, cannot therefore be grieved 
and vexed ; he cannot envy the feli- 
city of the bridegroom, or defire to 
take the bride from him ; but moil 
afluredly congratulates with him, and 
"rejoiceth greatly becaufe of the. 

" bride-" 
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" bridegroom's voice," finding that 
he hath fo well fticceeded in the Xfork 
in which he was employed; This is 
my very cafe, when 'you come aud 
tell me, that all men refort to the 
perfon, of whom I have fo often tes- 
tified, that he is the<Jhrift; " this 
"my joy therefore is. fulfilled. n I 
have Ho greater pleafiire than to bear* 
that difciples go from me to him. 
As the morning ftar, I only iho*e-*$ 
proclaim the approach of the fun. 
!Now he is rifen, I go down ; : "*he 
•f muft increafe, but I muftdecreafe:* 
he will fliine more and- more unto 
the perfect day, while I fl#ll fet and 
difappear. And reafon good why it 
ihould be' fo. That which is prepa- 
ratory muft give place to that which 
js perfective ; a baptifm . of water 

muft 
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muft yield to a baptifm of fire ; an 
human ioftruftor muft cede to one 
that is divine. " He that is of the' 
11 jparth is earthly, and fpeaketh of 
11 the earth f in fpite of his beft en? 
deavours, he will favour of his origi- 
nal, and there will bean alloy of duft 
and afhes in all he faith ;- whereas 
V he that cometh from heaven, 5 ' I 
mean' the bleffed perfon of whom ye 
are fo jealous, u is above all** the* 
children of Adam, When this fun 

• 

/hineth in his firengtb, every ftar is 
obfcurcd; and the world will per-, 
ceive the difference between the dif- 
courfes pf the Matter and thofe of 
the fervaxjt, as readily as it diftiii-' 
guifheth the glories of the day from 
the pale luftre and faint glimmering 
pf thofe. orbs, which ferye in fome> 

q meafur^ 
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meafure to difpel the darknefs of th$ 
night. According to the grace gi« 
ven unto me, I have declared the 
kingdom of heaven to be at hand, 
but when Meffiah fpeaks of that 
kingdom^ he fpeaks from Ji is owq 
knowlege ; " what he hath feen and 
" he$*xl* that he teitifieth ;" and yet* 
though. I have faid fo much of hiaij 
and ft> many go to hear him, " no 
" man i*ceiveth his teftimony," a* 
he ought to do. Think not this a 
flight matter, for no. one can disbe- 
lieve him* without giving God th* 
lie; "hq that hath received his tef 
" timony, hath fet to his fea], thai 
" God is true," by allowing the ere 
denti^ls of his Son, and acknowledge 
jng' in him the accomplishment qi 
what wa$ foretold by the law, by.th< 
J . . ( , prophets, 

I 
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^prophets, and by myfelf. " For he," 
the Meffiah, " whom God hath fent, 
•'fpeaketh the words of God," and 
that in a different fenfe from all 
others, who, from time to time, have 
been endued with fuch a portion of 
the divine influence as was meet for 
them; but " God giveth not the 
** Spirit by meafure unto him," hav- 
ing decreed, that in him fhould all 
fulnefs dwell. " For the Father 
" loveth the Son," not as he loveth 
any of his faithful fervants, but fo 
as that " he hath put all things into 
* € his hand," difpenfing glory, ho- 
nour, and immortality to mankind, 
through him alone. Be no longer 
envious and jealous, then, of his 
greatnefs, which is your falvation. 
If you would honour me, and at the 

q 2 fame 
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fame time fefve your own eternal m- 
tereft; receive, in few words, the funp 
and fubftance of this my laft tefti- 
mony— * — " He that belie veth on 
" tbeSon, hath everlafting life : and 
" he that believeth not the Son, fliall 
" not lee life ; but the wrath of God 
" abideth on him." 

By this part of St. John's charao 
ter and conduft, in how pleating a 
manner are the tninifters of Chrift 
inftru&ed, that they are tobeartef- 
timony to hiw, not id themfelves j 
to feek his glory, not their, own ; 
that they Ihould take pleafure in th<5 
fuccefs of theif brethren's labours, by 
which the caufe of their commote 
•Matter is"promoted ; that the riling 
lights of the church fliould do hd- 
nour to thofe who have gone before 

them, 



Death of StJihn the Bapti/l. 173 

them, and the fetting ones rejoice to 
be outflione by thofe who are coming 
after them ; that envy and jealoufy, 
in fliort, ought to have no place 
among the difciples of the Lamb of 
God, on whom defcended and abode 
the celeftial Dove. 



4 3 *EO* 
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SECTION VII. 

Confederations on the imprifonment of 
St. John, the mejfage fent by him to 
Chri/i, and the anfwer returned to 
it. 

ADMIRABLE is the advice of 
the fou of Sirach to every one 
who is about to (land forth in the 
caufc of true religion. " My fon, if 
*' thou come to ferve the Lord, pre- 
" pare thy foul for temptation. Set 
" thy heart aright, and conftantly 
u endure, and make not hafte in time 
" of trouble. Whatfoever is brought 
" upon thee take cheerfully, and be 

44 patient 
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\ patient when thou art changed to 
' a low eftate. For gold is tried in 
' the fire, and acceptable men in the 
1 furnace of adverfity*." The re- 
amer 'will proceed but a little way 
i his work, whofe zeal is not backed 
'ith fortitude. The apprehenfion of 
anger, or even the frown of power, 
ill alter his fentiments ; he will fee 
lings in a. different point of view, 
nd turn with every blaft of faflrion 
r intereft,. till. he himfelf believes 
very thing, and his hearers, offended 
nd confounded, believe nothing. ■ 

Not fo the Baptift. " What went 
f ye out into the wildernefs to fee * 
1 A reed fhaken with the windf." . 
Jo: .a column firm and immoveable, 
gainft which winds might blow, and 

1 * Ecclef. ii. 1. f Matt. xi. 7V 

waves 
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waves beat, in vain ; one Mrho had 
fixed his principles, and considered 
well, before he eutered upon a&ion ; 
one who began not to build, till he 
had firft counted the coils ; but who, 
when once he did begin, would be 
fure to finiYh. 

A person unacquainted with the 
world, and the tempers of it's chil* 
dren, might, perhaps, be furprized 
upon hearing, that a prophet, like 
St. John, wfto fpent his time in call- 
ing his fellow creatures to happinefs 
and falvation, and who coveted no 
man s gold, or filver, or apparel, was 
eaft into prifon. But, as the wife 
man obferveth, "The thing which 
" hath been is that which ihall be, 
44 and there is nothing new tinder 

"the 
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•• ' the fun *• " Ahabj at the in ft iga- 
,tion of Jezebel, again thirds after the 
•blood of Elijah. 

Herod, the tetrarch of Galilee, 
•had put away his own wife, the 
.daughter of Aretas, and had married 

Herodias, the wife of his brother 
•Philip, whom, contrary to the laws 
.of holpitality as well as religion, he 
.had .feduced, while a gueft in her 

hu (band's houfe'f. The fan&ity and 
•integrity of the Baptift had begotten, 

even in Herod, a great veneration 

and reverence for his character. 
- " Herod feared John, knowing that 

f c he was a juft man, and an holy, 
."and obferved him,. and whea he 

« " * Ecclef. i. 9. 

» 

f t See Jofephus— — Antiq. Lib. xviii. 
Cap. 6. 

" heard 
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" heard him, he did many things, 
"and heard him gladly *." But 
the matter of Herodias was a tended 
point, on which the tetrarch was not 
difpofed to hear the law, becaufe he 
was not difpofed to do it He was 
determined to perfevere in what wa$ 
wrong, and his monitor to perfift io 
telling him of it, without referve. 
" John feid unto him, It is not law* 
" ful for thee to have thy brother'* 
"wife." John, who had overcome 
the world, could not, either by pro- 
mifes or threatnings, be induced to 
recede from his duty, through hope 
of temporal good, or fear of tempo- 
ral evil. He was therefore foon con- 
vinced, by being carried to priibn, 
that Herod had no farther occafion 
for his fervice. And who doth not 

* Mark vi. 20. 

rather 
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rather with to have been imprifoned 
with him, than to have glittered in 
all the glories of the throne of Herod ? 
Happy John, fequeftered once more 
from a troublefome world, to con* 
verfe with God, and to meditate on 
that blefled place, and that blefifed 
company, to which he was now hat 
tening! 

.In this fituation we find the 
thoughts of the Baptift employed. 
not upon his owa fufferings, but upon 
the interefts of his great M after, the: 
fame of whofe miracles had reached- 
the prifon, and founded in his ears* 
44 When John had heard in prifoa 
"'the works of Jefus, he fent two of 
" his difciples *— " Thus the afflic- 
tion and tribulations which a Chrifc 

* »Ja*U xw 2, Sfc. 

tiaa 



#• 
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tian muft endure for a little feafon. 
in the world, {hould ferve • pnly to 
quicken his defires after hi$ Re- 
deemer, of whofe works, wrought in 
mercy for the children of men, he 
will often hear ; and the contempla- 
tion of them flioukl afford him con» : 
tir.ual delight in the tifne of hrs cap* 1 
ti\ity; until the day of his enlarge-' 
ment lhall come. With PaiiJ and 
Silas let him declare the glad-tidings 
of falvation,, and fing the praifes of 1 
God in the prifon-houfe; \jtt\nm 
enquire diligently, apd take every 
opportunity of hearing ipprp parti- 
culars (concerning his Saviour, qis alfo' 
% of placing others in the way of in- 
formation. So will he copy the ex-' 

ample of Him, who, "when he-hearcp' 
ti in prilbu the works of Jfefus, fent 

" tWQ 
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" two of his difciples," that they 
might be more fully inftru&ed, as to 
his perfon and miflion. 

For that this mud have been St 
John's intention in fending them, is 
plain from the queftion which they 
were enjoined to afk ; " Art thou he 
" that lhould come, or do we look 
"for another ?" The Baptift could 
. not propofe this queftion for his own 
information, but evidently for that 
of his difciples, whofe prejudices in 
favour of himfelf, their firlt mailer* 
. he found it fo difficult to conquer. 
t What he had hitherto faid having 
proved infutficient for that purpofe, 
he now, in compaffion to their infir- 
mity, condefcendcth to have t »eir 
fcruples propounded in his own 
name; affording us thereby 4 very 

A ufeful 
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vfeful hint, that in order to inftruft 
others,, we ihouM abafe ourfelve^ 
and know how to become weak with 
thofe that are fo. For it often hap- 
pens, that men- need information 
upon fome important point, who 
either through pride or ba&fulnefe 
will not aik it, or through paffion 
and *pr©judke will not receive it at 
our hands: In* this cafe, the goody 
which we cannot do* dire&ly, we 
muft contrive, if 'we can, to do indi- 
teft\y, by propofing thofe queftions 
otirfefres* wfekrh we know that others 
in company want to» hear anfwe?ed r 
hut cannot bring thenffelves to alt 
This method' of edifying the weak? 
without expofing their itffinmties, 
will produce in them that love and 
coniideace towards us, which, for 

their 
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their own fakes, we* with them- ter 
ftave. Whereas a contrary conduct, 
by provoking and alienating their 
affe&ions from us, may put it put of 
our power ever to be offer vice to them 
again. 

:The fame charitable plan is car- 
ried cm <by. our Lord, who, in his an-. 
fwer, inftru&s the Hifoiples, by feem- 
i&g :to *nftru& their jnaftcr; u Go 
■^(faith he) and tell John what ye 
**havefeen and heard." And this 
*nay fuggeft a neafon, why Chriftians 
in general ihould converfe more 
upon religious fubje6te, than they 
are wont to do, both afking qu^t- 
tions, like St. John, and returning 
anfwers, like Chrift, for the benefit 
and improvement of the by-ftanders, 
who may need information, though 

a 2 the 
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the perfon to whom one immediately 
addreffeth onefelf, Ihould not. And 
man}' a man hath been the better, all 
his life after, for a feafonable word 
fpoken in common converfation, 
which is often more regaided and at- 
tended to, than a formal difcourfe 
from the pulpit. 

The beft proofs of a divine mif- 
iion, which man is capable of receiv- 
ing, are miracles, evidently and in- 
conteftably fuch ; miracles, of the 
reality of which the outward fenfes, 
the eyes and the ears, are competent 
judges ; miracles wrought publickiy 
in the face of the world, in the pre* 
fence of enemies as well as friends ; 
and that, not once, or twice, but re- 
peatedly ; 'and thefe miracles exprefsly 
predi&ed, hundreds of years before- 

hand 



\ 

t 
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hand. Such were the proofs offered 
by Chrift to the difciples of John* 
For " in that fame hour," while Uiey \ 
were prefentj land before their eyes> 
" he cured many of their iufirmities \ 
41 and plagues, and of evil fpirits, and 
V unto many that were blind he gav* 
• c fight. Then faid he unto theiii, 
" Go your way, and tell John what 
"things ye have fe^n and heard:; 
11 how that the blind fee, the feme 
" walk, the lepers are cleanfed, the 
" deaf hear, the dead are raifed, to 
4 'the poor the gofpel is preached. 
4 ' And blefied is he whofoever ihaJl 
" not be offended in me." As if he 
had faid; I bear no£ witneis of my- 
ieff ; my miracles bear witaeft of me. 
Only tell John what you have heard 
and feen, and he will teach you how 

ft 3 to 



\ 
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to draw the proper inference. Ifaiah, 
as he well knoweth, did foretell^ that 
when Meffiah came, he would per- 
form fuch and fuch mighty works. 
You yourfelves are eye and ear wit- 

# neffes of the works done by me. Lay 
the premifcs fairly together, and you 
cannot be to feek fpjr the conclifr 
fion. 

John bad engaged his reputation 
as a prophet, that Jtfus of Nazareth, 

; whom he baptized in Jyrdan, \yo\xk\ 
• anfwer the chara&er of Meffiah, and 
do the works predi&ed of him; as 
appears from John x. 3#. where we 
read, thatJefus, having efcaped from 
the Jews, " went again beyond Jor- 
*' dan, unto the place where John at 
44 fiift baptized; and there he abqde. 
" And many reforied unto him, and 

"fuid, 
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>' faid, John did no miracle: but all 
*' things that John fpake of this mau 
'* were true. And many believed on 
" him there." Malice itfelf cannot 
find reafon to fufpeft a collufion, 
when prophecies and miracles thus 
jinite their teftimony, ^ud proclaim 
Jtfus to be the Mefliah. 
. A 7 }iis word, " the eyes of thp 
Jf blind yere opened, and the ears of 
«" the deaf unftopped ; the lame, man 
" leaped a$ ai) hart, and the tongue 
" of the dumb did fing* ;" the le- 
profy, that foul, contagious, and ob- 
ftinate difeafe, for which fo many 
ceremonies of purification were ap- 
pointed by tl)e law, >vas healed at 
pnce; and the dead ip their graves, 
Rearing the voice of the fon of man, 

1 * Jfai. xxxv.. 5, 6. 

M™9 
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came forth. Every malady and in- 
firmity, to which the children of 
Adam were fubjeft, vanished at his 
prefence, and confeffed the almighty 
fieliverer of his people. This, there- 
fore, is " He that ihould come," nor 
let us think of "looking for another," 
to open the eyes of the underftand* 

ing, and let in the light of heavenly 

* 

knowledge upon ignorant and be- 
riigted minds ; to remove all obftruc- 
tions, formed by intereft, prejudice, 
or paffion, and give us the hearing 
ear; to reftore and invigorate the 
"will and affe&ions, that we may make 
large advances in the courfe of duty, 
and run with delight the way of God'* 
commandments; to loofe the tongues 
which guilt hath tied, and tune them 
'to hymns of praife and thankfgiving; 

to 
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to cleanfe us, by his blood, from all , 
fin, that leprofy which excludetli . 
from the congregation of Ifrael, the . 
camp of the iamts, and the beloved, 
city; to raife our fouls from death, 
to life, and our bodies from duft to, 
glory. " We have found him of. 
u whom Mofes in the law. and the. 
" prophets did write-; — Rabbi, thou 
" t art the Son of God, thou art the 
■"King of Ifrael* l w 
There is one particular in this, 

9 

anfwer of Chrift, which remuitieth 
yet unnoticed ; " The poor have the 
" Gofpel preached unto them." Our 
Lord here referreth to the celebrated 
paffage in Ifaiah, which, in the lyna- 
gogue of Nazareth, he had. ex-. 
pounded, and declared to be fulfilled 

• John i. 45, 49. 
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in himfelf. "The Spirit of the Lord 
" God is upon me, becaufe he hath 
"anointed me to preach good tid- 
" ings," or the Gofpel, " to the 
"meek/' or poor; "he hath fent 
" me to proclaim liberty to the cap 
" tives, — to comfort all that mourn, 
" to give them beauty for aihes,- the 
"oil of joy for mourning*" &c.' 
The meaning of all the figurative 
cxpreffions here ufed by the prdphetj' 
is this — that Mefliiah (hould, at h\i 
appearance, confer upon fuch as 
were difpofed to receive them, the 
Wo great evangelical bleffings, nanie-' 
ly 9 remiffion of fin^ and a participate 
tion of the Spirit of joy and gladneft, 
with which God had "anointed him 
" above his fellows." The inaugura- 

* Ifai. lxi. 1. 

tion 
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tion of Jefus to all the offices of the 
Mefiiah, by this divine un&ion, John 
had beheld, when, after his baptifm, 
he faw the Holy Ghoft defcending 
upon him, and thereby knew him to 
be that " Rod," pr " Branch of 
" Jefle," on whom Ifaiah had elfe- 
where foretold, that "the Spirit of 
?' the Lord ihould reft* " Nothing 
therefore could be more * appofite, 
than this part of Chrift's aufwer, 
*' The poor have the Gofpel preached 
lc pnto them;" the full import of 
which, confidered as referripg to the 
&xi" chapter of Ifaiah, and addrefied 
to St. John, is as followeth-^Go ihew 
John again, that the Spirit of the 
Lord, the Spirit of wifdom and pn- 
derftanding, the Spirit of might and 

* Ifai. xi. 1, 2. ■ . ^ .. . 

counfel. 



I 
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cbiinfel, which Ifaiah foretold Ihould 
reft upon the Rod and Branch of 
Jeffe, and which John faw defcend- 
ing and abiding upon me, in the 
likenefs of a dove, at my baptifra, is 
not departed from me. The un&ion 
of the Spirit was not given me for 
mine own ufe; nor is it fpent, or 
confumed, although it hath power- 
fully diffufed itfelf to all about me. 
By it the poor are made rich, being 
inflated in the kingdom of grace and 
of the Gofpel, and anointed heirs 
unto the kingdom of glory. By it 
every contrite heart is healed ; fuch 
as were fliut up are fet at liberty; 
fuch as were bound are loofed ; and 
by it the yoke of the oppreffar is 
broken*. 

* See the Works of pr. Jackfon, Vol, ii, 
p. 542. 
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We muft not omit to mention the 
end for which, according to the pro- 
phet, all thefb changes were wrought 
in the converts to the GofpeP; 
" That they may be called Trees of 
" Righteoufnefs, the planting of the 
" Lord, that he might be glorified." 
The " Rod," the " Branch of Jeffe," 
the " Righteous Branch of David," 
were the known titles of the Mefliah, 
or Son of David ; and it was his 
glory, while he lived upon earth, to 
make others, like himfelf, " Trees," 
or " Plants of RighteoufneCk" This 
expreflion, as it ftandeth here joined 
with others plainly defcriptive of 
evangelical benefits and comforts, 
unfoldeth to us the true nature of 
thofe wonders which Ifaiah foretold 
ihould be wrought in the wildernefs, 

6 and 
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and which he hath reprefented un- 
der fo rich a variety of poetical ima- 
gery ; fuch as dreams of water break- 
ing forth in the defarts, caufing them 
to bloflbm as the rofe ; ravrtles com- 
ing up, inftead of briars; cedars, 
firs, and olive trees, inftead of thorns, 
&c. The purport of thefe figurative 
predi&ions appears, by the paffagc 
before us, to be this; that the dry . 
and barren places of Judea, where 
John baptized, and preached repen- 
tance, fhould, in the days of the 
Meffiah, become a fruitful irurfery of 
a new kind of plants, prepared for 
the celeftial paradife. Thefe were 
men of humble, pelcekble, confrite 
hearts; fuch as poverty and difeafe 
had rendered thbfe who c&iriie to 1 be 
"Healed by Cliiift ; ftccih & the ; *0nfi- 

deration 
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deration of our fins, and infirmities 
fliould render us all. To fuch is the 
Gofpei of the kingdom preached, 
aqd they with joy receive it. * ' Bleffed 
"are the poor ia fpirit; for theirs is 
" the kingdom of heaven. Bleffed 
* ' arc the meek ; for they fliall inhe- 
" rit the earth. Bleffed are they 
" that mourn ; for they fliall be 
" comforted." 

To thefe beatitudes let us add one 
more, with which our Lord conclud- 
eth hi? apfwef to the queftion afked 
by John's, difciples. " Bleffed is he 
" whomever is not offended in mc." 
In other words— And now, bleffed, 
thrice bleffed are all they, who fliall 
£6 confider the wonderful works done 
by ? me, as not to be offended at my 
poor and lowly appearance, during 

s 2 the 
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the time of my humiliation and fuf-' 
fering here on earth ; or at the Teem- 
ing harihnefs of my falutary doc- 
trines to flefh and blood. For I well 
know, that many, though they have 
beheld me giving fight to the blind, 
and vigour to the impotent, cleanfing 
lepers, making the deaf to hear* and 
raifing the dead to life again ; yet, 
becaufe the truths, which I deliver, 
are contrary to their interefts, their 
pleafures, their pride, their prejudices, 
which they are determined not to 
quit, even for the kingdom of hea- 
ven ; many, I fay, will rejeft what 
they cannot but acknowledge to be 
the counfel of God, and put away the 
word of falvation from them. Let a 
man only fupprefs his inordinate de- 
fires of things temporal, and he will 

be 
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be difpofed to hear what I fliall tell 
him of things eternal. Let him ceafe 
to love thp WQrld, vid he will ceafe 
to have any obje6Hon to the Gofpel. 
£et but his heart be open to con vie- 
tion, and when the evidence hatR 
been once fairly laid before him, he 
m\\ nflver ftg^in a$ the queftion, 
f'/Atb thoy he thajt fliould come, or 
J c do vte lopfc for another ?" 
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Cmfideratimu an the circmnfiaxca of 
St. John's Death. 

W/^ have now accompanied St 
* * John through the ferenl 
ftages of his life. We have rejoiced 
with his parents and kinsfolk at his 
birth, and (pent fome time in ~ con* 
temptation with him in thede&rts; 
we have ftood by him, as a preacher 
and a baptift, at the river Jordan, 
and have been made acquainted with 
the repeated tefti monies born by him, 
at different times, to the Meffiahfhip 
of Jefus ; we have heard him, like 
another Elijah, reproving another 

Ahab, 
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Ahab, and have vifited him in prifori, 
where the glory of his great Mailer, 
and the falvation of thofe committed 
to his care, dill continued to be the 
obje&s of his attention. It remains 
only, thdt *we behold him paying 
that debt to nature, from which the 
greateft of them that are born of 
women are not exempted. And 
Here our acquaintance with him muft 
end, till we meet him in the king* 
dam of God. Thus do fcenes of real 
life pafs fwiftly away, and, when 
looked back upon, appear like thofe 
which are defcribed within the com- 
pais of a fmall volume like this. la 
the courfe of a few years, the child, 
at whofe birth we made merry, is be- 
come a man ; hefickens, and dies, and 
we mourn . at his funeral. Some 

gleams 
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gleams of fuccefs and profperity, pet* 
haps, brighten and adorn certain 
parts of his life, as the fun gilds the 
edges of a dark cloud, or imprints 
upon it the ftill more beautiful co» 
lours of the rainbow. But while w* 
gafce; the fun fets, the colours fade; ; 
the bow yau Kites, and " the place 
" thereof knoweth it no more." 

Of prophets, as well as of kings, it 
may be obferved, that there is gene- 
rally but a fhort interval between 
their imprifonment ^nd their death; 
the enmity which occafioned <me> 
feldom leaving them till it have ao- 
complifhed the other. And " more 
"bitter even than death itfelf is tte 
€t woman whofe heart is fnares and 
"nets, and her hands bands*." He- 

* Eqclef. vii. 26. 

rod 
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itxl had thrown John into prifon; 
\mt this would not fatisfy Herodias. \ 
Even there flie heard him ftill preach- .. 
ing upon the old text, and reproach- 
ing her with her crimes. " She had 
"a quarrel againft him ; nttyiy avru, 
"Jhe fqftened upon him, and would 
" have killed him, but/' for fome 
time, flie u could not*." For though 
Herod had not religion enough to 
produce in him the fear of God, he 
had policy enough to produce the 
fear of the Jews, among whom John's 
reputation, as a prophet, ran very^ 
high. Herodias, however, in her 
heart, had determined to efFeft her 
purpofe by procuring, fooner or later, 
the execution of him whom (lie falfely 
deemed her enemy. As if fin could 

* Mark vi. 19, &c. 

not 
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not be committed with • impunity, 
while John was living to hear of it; 
as- if his blood would not cry louder: 
tl>an his voice had done; or the head ; 
of the prophet could enter the pa* 
lace, without reproving the adultery- 
of the* tetrarch. But an imperious ' 
lull, in the height of it's career, can- 
brook no obftruction ; and were it • 
poffible, as well as neceflary, tht< 
WWld itfelf would be; bk> wiv up,i*r 
make way for it; 

Sin « beingMnice refolved on* in* the* 
heart, an opportunity of commitiing T 
it- is leldoni long-, wanting; and ther 
mind is upon the watch 9; . to -embrace 
the very firft that offers. " When, a, 
" convenient* day was come, thafc 
"Herod's birth day fhould be kept*, 
" he made a-g^eat lupper t© his lords, 

" high 
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"-high captains, and chief eftate6 of 
" Galilee." It \% certainly no fin in 
a prince to keep, his birth day, o? to 
make a great iupper upon it But 
how much it behoveth a man, at 
fiich times of rejoicing, to be upon 
his guard, left unawares he be indu- 
ced to facrifice truth and confcience 
to mirth- and gaiety, the- melancholy 
cataftrophe of this: ^banquet ijiay 
ferve to fhew us ; fince neither He- 
rod, nor any of hi5 guefts imagined, 
wh'*n* they fete down i<* table on that 
fatal evening, how horribly their 
great fupper would CQnclude, But 
fo it happened, that, before the night 
was out, a deed was done* which dif* 
played to all : fu r cceeding generations 
the malice and cruelty of Herodias, 
4vitk-tbciweakuef3 jittd. yigkedflsfe of 
• . * Herod j 



204 Confederations on the Life and 

Herod; teaching us, at the fame 
time, that the greateft of prophets 
and the beft of men are not more fe- 
cure from violence, than from natural 
death, but rather more expofed to it 
than the reft of mankind, if with fi- 
delity and fortitude they execute the 
trull committed to them. 

Herodias, by her lawful hufband 
Philip, had a daughter i\amed Sa- 
lome, who condefcended to Jgrace the 
feftivity by dancing before tiSe com- 
pany, in a manner which " ^leafed 
" Herod, and them that fat with 
€t him." A pious prelate of our 
church, in his contemplations <Dn this 
occurrence, obferves, that " dancing, 
" in itfelf, as it is a fet, regular^ bar* 
<c monious, graceful motion of the 
k u body, cannot be unlawful, . any 

" aaore 
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" more than walking, or running." 
We may add, that it hath in all ages 
and nations been one way, and that 
a natural one, of expreffing an un- 
common degree of joy and gladnefs ; 
on which account it was adopted into 
the number of religious ceremonies 
formerly enjoined to be obferyed by 
the people of God. But far a young 
lady to jappear, as a dancer, before 
Herod and his " lords, high cap- 
" tains, and chief eftates of Galilee, " 
probably, when they were well warm- 
ed with wine, became only the daugh- 
ter of an Herodias, educated by her 
own mother* 

Hekoj>, quite overcomeand thrown 
off his guard by Salome's- perfor- 
mance, makes her a foottfli promife ; 
and, as if that was not enough, con* 

T firms 

i 
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firms it with a rafh oath ; " Whatfe 
" ever thou fhalt afk of me, I wil 
" give it thee, to the half of nf 
" kingdom." A very handfome.it' 
compence, one would think, fori 
dance ! But it will appear prefently, 
. (hat the king had not offered enough, 
, Half his kingdom would not do. 
Something was required more valuft- 
ble than the whole of it, had it ex- 
tended from Judea, quite roun^l the 
globe. Nothing would fatisfy, but 
his honour, his conference, his foul; 
the price which fin never fails to afk I 
The glorious golden opportunity of 
revenge was not to be loft. Hero* 
{lias is confulted by her daughter, 
and l t o, the foft, tender, delicate, Sa- 
lome reenters, ail atbiift fox blood— 
*' Qive me in ^charger the. heag of 

>John 
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*' John the Baptift;" of a prophet; 
«af a perfori whom thou knoweft to be 
innocent, holy, upright. Make me 
this faerifice, and I am content. 
With fuch eagernefs and fagacity does' ' 
" the aciulterefs hunt for the precious - 
"■ life !" 

' Bad as Herod was, the petition f of * 
S*l6me at firtt lhocked hiifi. " The 
king'' was forry," He thought of •« 
John's character, the atrociouihefs of » 
the murder, and the opinion which* 
the world would entertain of the* 
iriurderer. But the tide, which had* 
ebbed, foon flowed again, and oblitie* 
rated, in a moment, what had beett 
written on -the fand, during it's re- 
cefs. The love of Herodias, the ad- 
drefs of Salome, the feftivity of th* f 
feafon, and the prcfence of the 

t 2 " lords 
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" lords and high captains," who had 
been witneffes of the promife, and 
might poffibly approve the propofal ; 
all thefe circumftances on the fide of 
the temptation prevailed. And per- 
haps, Herod, upon recolle&ion, might 
think that the fuppofed obligation 
of his oath would afford him a bet- 
ter excufe than he ihould ever be 
mailer of again, for complying with 
the importunity of Herodias, and 
taking off a monitor troublefome to 
them both. " For his oath's fake^ 
" and for their fakes which fat with 
" him, he would not reje6l her." 
Thus, if any extraordinary wicked- 
nefs is to be tranfa&ed, religion mud 
be made a cover for it. As if wrong 
became right, when afted in the 
pame of God ; and it were more ac- 

ceptable 
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ceptable in his fight, to mafiacre a 
prophet, than to repent of aralh oath 
made toil foolifh girl, at a druukea . 
entertainment. 

The Baptift's fate being thus de- 
termined, " immediately the king 
" fent an executioner, and com- 
"manded his head to be brought: 
"and he went and beheaded him in 
41 the prifon/' This deed of jdarknefs 
mud have been dojie in the feafou 
proper for it, the middle of .the 
night, and St. John was probably 
awakened, to receive his fentencc, 
out of that fleep, which truth and 
innocence can fecure to their pof- 
feffor, in any fituation. The gene- 
rality of mankind have reafon enough 
to deprecate a fudden death, left it 
ibould furprize them in one of their 

many 
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many unguarded hours. But to St. 
John no hour could be fuch. He 
had finifhed the work which God 
had given him to do. He had kept 
the faith, and preferved a conscience 
void of offence. He had done his 
duty, and waited daily and hourly, 
we may , bt fure, for his departure. 
He was now, therefore, called off 
from his ftation with honour, to quit 
the well-fought field for the palace 
of the Great King ; t to refrefli him* 
felf, after the dull, and toil, and heat 
.of the day, by bathing in the foun- 
tain of life and immortality ; to ex* 
change his blood-ftained armour for 
a robe, of glory, and to have his tern* 
pprary labours rewarded with eter- 
nal reft ; to fit down with Abraham, 
and Ifaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom 
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domofGod; and as the Friend of the 
Bridegroom, to enter into the joy of 
his* Lord. From the darknefs and 
confinement of a prifon he patted to 
the liberty and light of heaven ; 
and while malice was gratified with 
a fight of his head, and his body was 
carried by a few friends in filence 
to the grave, his immortal fpirit re- 
paired to a court, where no Herod 
defires to . have his brother's wife ; 
where no Herodias thirds after the 
blood of a prophet ; where he who 
hath laboured, with (incerity and di- 
ligence, in the work of reformation, 
is fure to be well received: where 
holineCs, zeal, and conltancy " are 
" crowned and receive palms from 
" the Son of God, whom they con- 
« feffed in the world* " 

* 2 Efar. ii. 45—47. 
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So fir.ks the day-ftar in the ocean- bed, 
And yet anon uprears his drooping head, 
And i ricks his beams,and with new fpangled orev 
Flames in the forehead of the morning flcy — 
He hears the unexpreftive nuptial fong 
In the bleft kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
Then* entertain htm all the faints above, 
In folemn troops, and fweet ibcieties, 
That ting, and ringing in their glory more, 
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 

MILTON. 
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